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This famous painting, The Nation 
Makers by Howard Pyle, the father of 
American illustration, graphically de­
picts the grim determination of tattered 
Continental troops during the American 
Revolution . But was America really 
" won " by force of arms, or was it, in 
fact, a divine bequest? See page 6. 

- Courtesy of Dela ware Art Museum. 
Wilmington. Delaware 
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Few realize it! But even in af­
Iluent America. Britain. and 
other Wes tern countries. we 

fac.e an enormous and growing trag­
edy. The institutions of marriage 
and famil y life arc being formidably 
allacked . 

A solid family structure is the 
very founda tion of any stable and 
permanem society. Bu t today in the 
affluent cotlJ1lries a conspiracy is de­
velopi.ng which seeks to destroy 
marriage as an institution. as well as 
the FAMILY. This is another decisive 
bit of evidence that th is world's civ­
ilization is definitely in the END' TIME 

- the end of this world as we know 
it! 

The threa t is dual: (I) Unrea lized 
by most. there is a widespread a nd 
aggressive conspiracy to destroy the 
ins titution of marriage. (2) Marital 
rela tions and family life are break­
ing down, and divorces are increas­
ing alarmingly. 

I talk to heads of nat ion's and 
those high in their governments all 
over the world almost every momh. 
\Ve discuss the seriousness of world 
conditions. the CAUSES of the evils. 
~nd the WAY to WOR LD PEA CE. But I 
feel strongly the need to talk 10 my 
Plain Truth readership of m~ny mil­
lions about this major threat to civ­
ilization itse lf - and thus to YOUR 

life and mine. It's time th e facts 
were made known. 

Today many psychologists are 
saying tha t the institution of l11~r­
riage is doomed - on the way out. 
And there is a defi nite movement to 
bring that aboul. 

The conspir~cy consists of a two­
pronged attack: (I) a well-o rga­
nized movement to sub tly influence 
college students to prefer a/lema­
lives to marriage. and (2) an at­
tempt to influence the general 
public by newspaper and magazine 
art icles. television programs. th e lec­
ture platform. the women's lib 
movement. and student or former 
st udent rebels of th e "New Left." 
How much of all th is propaganda 
has been planted in the minds of the 
psychologists. professors. writers. 
publishers. women's lib crusaders. 
and others by trained com munist 
propagand ists can only be est i­
mated. 

There are publishers that seek ou t 
writers and authors to supply them 
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Personal from ... 

THE CONSPIRACY 
AGAINST THE FAMILY 

with material offering alternatives to 
marriage - such as homosex uality. 
group marriages. sex outside of 
marriage, communal families -
writers who wi ll shout the gospel 
that " MARR IAGE IS FINISHED. OUT· 

DATED. OBSOLETE, ON THE WAY 

OUT." 

This is a war which is being vigor­
ously and fanatically waged. Every 
subtle method is being emp loyed to 
capture t)1e minds of those of pre­
marnage age. 

Today virtually every college and 
university in the United States of­
fers numerous co urses in psychology 
and sociology. And almost without 
exceptions. these courses make re­
quired readin g books and articles 
that picture marriage as now out­
dated and soon lO become a relic of 
the past. 

They represent that both men a nd 
women want va riety in sex and 
Olher social relat ionsh ips. They ridi­
cule as a worn-out. old-fash ioned 
idea the bel ief tha t one should con­
fine all intimate relations to one per­
son. 

Some, especially some women's 
lib enthusiasts and propaga ndists. 
represent thai marriage represses 
and degrades women. One's on ly 
co mmitmenl. so me contend. ought 
to be only to 110 commitment. " Why 
should we need a piece of paper - a 

marriage li ce nse - to link Oll r 
livesT' some ask. 

One book. required read ing at 
some one hundred campuses in the 
Unit ed States, has a chapter on 
mate swapping, including the state­
ment : "The fami ly that swings to­
gether clings together." The book 
represe nts mate swapping as a bene­
ficial experience. 

A few yea rs ago. the .pioneers in 
applying methods of scientific re­
sea rch to the subject of sex. Masters 
and Johnson. held a sy mposi um in 
Chicago with some six or seven 
couples who freely admitted to 
"swingi ng" as a regular experience 
at certain chosen interva ls. They ex­
changed their phi losophies on the 
su bj ect, probed by ques tions from 
Dr. Masters and Mrs. Johnson (ac­
tually Mrs. Masters) . Mas ters and 
Johnson checked five years later and 
found on ly one of the couples was 
sti ll married. 

But now what about exist ing mar­
riages, home and family life? These 
have given great encouragement to 
th e conspiracy against marriage and 
the family. 

The so-called new morality -
which is actually nothing but gross 
/ MIl'lora/ily - has gai ned consid ­
erable public acceptance since the 
end of World War II. This crusade 

(Colllinucd 011 page 44) 



THE INCREDIBLE HUMAN POTENTIAL-PART IX 

HOW IT WILL COME 
Yes, they tried Woodrow Wilson's League of Nations. 

They are trying the United Nations. Many have awarded the Nobel Prize, 
and many have been awarded the Nobel Prize for world peace. Yet world peace 

is coming in our time - but not th rough any of these efforts. 

I
travCI to a ll parts of the world 

as an <Jmbassador (without po­
litical portfolio) for WORLD 

PEACE. I d iscllss world prob­
lems. ev ils and world peace with 
many head s of governments -
kings. presiden ts. prime minister.'). 
and those high in the government. 
teaders in science. education. COI11-

merce and indust ry. I'm not trying 
to bring about world peace - but 
se rving as an ambassador of the 
power Iilm lI'i// bring iL in our lime! 

Most world leaders are of supe­
ri or ability. Yet they are utterly un­
able to abolish world evils or bring 
about wodd peace. 

Many scientists and leaders say 
thallhe on ly hope for wo rld pt:ace is 
the formation of a su preme WORLD 

GOVERNMENT. controlling the 
\vorld's sole military power. Yet in 
the sa me breath they admit the uttcr 
impossibility or this. claiming (hat 
s uch s upreme world power jn 
human hands would enslave uS all! 

An Amazing Forecast 

Few realize it today. but centuri es 
ago a famous personage issued a 

2 

by Herbert W. Armstrong 

pronollllceJOne I1l forecasting thi s very 
sol ution. He was hundreds of years 
ahead or his timC'. and the world of 
his day rejected and suppressed the 
pronouncement. The \\'orld soo n 
los t knowledge of his forecas t. 

World leaders would do well to 
search out that Clm<lLing forecast in 
the light of present \~orld condi­
lions. 

Fe\\!. indeed. know that Jesus 
Christ came . not as a religiou s 
leader to convert the world and not 
on a "soul savine." crusade, but as a 
world pioneer ~EWS FORECASTER. 

No man or historic note has been so 
completely misrepresellled - so ut­
terly misunderslood! 

He came as a MESSENGER with a 
MESSAGE from God Almighty 1O 

mankind. His message was BIG 

NEWS - a vital and !)cl1!)ational news 
ANNOUNCEMENT for the future. It 
announced world peace. It was good 
news fOf the future. proclaimed as 
an advance ANNOUNCEMENT OF 

WORLD PEACE in OUR TIME. That 
was Ch rist's GOSPEL! The very word 
"gospel" means "good news." 

And what was that news an-

nouncCmcnt fo r OUf times which 
wa s suppressed by first-century ene­
mies? The one official record which 
the I1 rst-ccnt ury conspirators were 
unable to suppress - the Holy 
BIBLE - gjv~s the official answer! 

"The beginning of the gospel of 
the J esus Christ. the Son of 
God. . Jesus came into Galilee. 
preaching [he f!,o .\jJel of (he kingdom 
of God. and saying, The time is ful ­
filled. and the K I NGDOM OF GOD is 
at hand: repent yeo and believe the 
gospel"(Mark 1:1. 14·15). 

Believe what gospel - what GOOD 

NEWS? The good news of the com ing 
KtNGDOM Of GOD. 

But what did He meal1 - the 
KINGI)OM OF GOO? And how do we 
kn ow it was suppressed? And if lhe 
origina l and true gospel of Jesus 
Christ was suppressed, what gospel 
or gospels were proclaimed to the 
world to replace it? 

To an swer th ose questions is the 
purpose of this art icle. 

The Written Record 

To say that the true gospel pro­
claimed by Christ was suppressed -
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was not proclaim ed to th e world af­
ter A.D. 70 for nearly 19 cen tur ies ~ 
is. indeed. a shocking and amazing 
stateme nt. 

This sa me written record the con­
spirators were not able to destroy 
confi rms it. The Church of God was 
sta rted th e day of Pentecos t. A.D. 31 
(Acts 2). About 20 years later. th e 
apos tl e PauL under inspiration. 
wrote to the churches in Galatia. "[ 
marvel th at yc are so soon removed 
from him th at ca ll ed you into th e 
grace of Chris t unto another gospel: 
which is not another: but there be 
so me th al trouble you, and would 
perven Ihe gospel oj Chrisl" (Gal. 
I :6-7). The verses fo llowing pro­
nounce a double curse on any who 
would preach any other gospel. 

To thc Corinthian church the 
apostle Paul wrote. " I fear. lest by 
a n y mea ns. as the serpent beguiled 
Eve through his subtilty. so your 
minds should be corr upted from the 
si mplicity that is in Christ. For if he 
that cometh [spea kin g of false 
preache r s] p reacheth ollolher 
J esus . .. o r allolher gospel, which ye 
have not accepted ... " (II Co r. 11 :3-
4). 

To the early Christians at Rome: 
"for the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven aga inst all ungodli ness 
and unrighteousness of men, who 
hold [back] the truth in unrighteous­
ness" (Rom. I: 18) . Th e Revised 
Standard Version has it: "who by 
their wicked ness suppress (lie Inah." 
The message God sent by Jesus 
Christ was being held back ~ sup­
pressed. 

Then again. even Jesus Christ 
him self made it very clear tha t His 
gospel ~ the KtNGDOM OF GOD ~ 
would be suppressed Uluil OUf time. 

H is di sc ipl es had asked wha t 
would be the sign by which we 
might kn ow when we were at the 
end of this world (age). just before 
Christ'S return to earth. 

First he warned them against 
being deceived. Ma ny wou ld come, 
he sa id. in his name. claiming to be 
the minis ters of Ch rist sayi ng that 
He - Jesus - was the Christ and at 
the same time deceiving the many. 
But when •.... th is gospel oj Ihe 
kingdom sha ll be preached in a ll the 
world for a witness unto all na­
ti ons ... then shall the end come" 
(Matt. 24 : 14). 
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This prOClaiming of the KINGDOM 
OF GOD cou ld 110t be the sign that 
we are at the end of th e age. if it had 
been proclaimed all along! 

J ust as C hrist himse lf direct ly 
prophesied would happen. many 
ha ve preached about the person. 
say ing that Jesus was th e Christ ~ 
preaching about th e message. bu t 
SU PPRESS ING his message! 

But the END TIME is now here. 
After almost 19 centu ries. th at mes­
sage is now goi ng out WORLDWIDE. 

by thc Worldwide Church of God ! 
Some have preached a '"gospel of 

sa lvation" (actually a fa lse sa lva­
tion) and some a "gospel of grace" 
- turning grace into license to com­
mit sin . Still oth ers have turn ed 10 a 
"socia l gospeL" 

But Jesus brought from God the 
Father a vital message announcing 
the KI NGDOM OF GOD' What did He 
mean - the KINGDOM OF GOD? 

A Message of Government 

Few seem to know. today. that 
Jesus' MESSAGE was abou t GOVERN­

MENT! Few realize that this is NOT 

the time God is trying to SAY" (spi ri ­
tually) th e world. Few knew Jesus 
was concern ed with GOVERNMENT. 

Jesus was born to be a KI NG! No­
tice what was prophesied in Isaiah 
abou t Christ: "For unLQ us a child is 
born. unto us a son is given: and the 
GOVE RNMENT shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful. Counselor. The 
mighty God. The everla s ting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his GOVERNMEN·I and 
peace there shall be no end. upon 
the throne of David. and upon his 
kingdom. to o rder it. and to estab­
lish it with judgment and with jus­
tice from henceforth even for ever" 
(lsa .9:6-7). 

Notice what was sa id to his 
mother Mary: ..... the angel Ga­
b ri el was se nt from God 
unto ... Nazareth , to a virgin es­
poused to a man whose name was 
Josep h. of th e housc of David ; and 
the vi rgin's name was Mary. And 
the angel came in unlD her, and 
said. Hail. thou that art highly fa­
vored . ... Thou sha lt conceive in 
th y womb. and bring forth a son, 
a nd shalt call h is name Jesus. He 
shall be grea t. and shall be called 
the Son of th e Highest; and the 

Lord God shall give unto him Ihe 
Ihrolle of his rathcr David. And hc 
shoil reigll ove r the house of Jacob 
for ever: and of his KINGDOM there 
shall be no end" (Luke 1:26-33). 

When Jeslls was on trial for his 
life before Pilate. he was asked. "An 
th ou a king then?" Jesus answered. 
"Thou sayest I am a king. To this 
end was I born. and for this cause 
came I inlo the world." But he also 
said . "My kingdom is not of (his 
1V0rld"(John 18:37.36). 

WHY has the whole world been 
deceived, not knowing WH Y hu­
manity was created and human life 
existed upon this earth! 

WHY are we HERE? WHERE 
are we GOING? WHATis the WAY 
- the WAY TO PEACE. well-being. 
happiness. abundance"? .... 

WHY no world PEACE? Why all 
this world's evi ls? WH Y can't 
SCIENCE give us the answers? These 
questions are the MOST IMPORTA NT 

in human life. WHY aren 't people 
concerned? 

The greatest religion in the world. 
in number of adherence. is Chris­
tianity. People SUPPOSE the Chris­
tian religion carne ali t of the Bible. 

Then WH Y don ' t the various 
SeC ts and denominations of tradi­
tional Christiani ty tell us the REAL 

THEME of the Bible? WHY do they 
not know the TRUE GOSPEL th at 
Jesus proclaimed? It's all IN THE 
BIBLE ~ not suppressed THERE' 
lI's plain and clear! 

It 's lime someone SHOUTED to le­
thargic. indifferent. sleeping human­
ity. WAKE UP! 

Is There An Afterlife? 

Some fundamenta list denomina­
tions of Christianity preach about 
spiritual salvation - abollt an after­
life. 

IS there an afterlife? The truth is 
PLAIN AND CLEAR in the Bible. 

Jesus' gospel was the KINGDOM OF 

GOD. Does that have a nything to do 
with aJierlife ~ with spiritual salva ­
tion? It has everything to do with it. 
BUT THE WHOLE WORLD IS DE­
CEIVED and ASLEEP! The gospel 
of the KINGDOM OF GOD has to do. 
ba sica lly. with TWO themes - gov­
ernm ent and spiritual salvation 
(which so me call being '"born 
again'"). This article deals with GOV-

(Colllillued 011 page 39) 
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COMMENTARY 

PRESSURES INTENSIFY 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 
by Stantey R. Rader 

The aUlllOr accompanies Plain 
Truth Editor-ill-Chie! I/erber! 
vv. A rll/sfrollg 011 his ji"eljuelll 
visits \I'if II headv oj'stelle (fnd Of lI er 
leatiill!!, il/lemariollol digllilClfi(!l. 

JO HANNESBURG, So ulh Afri ca, 
May 27, 1976. 

B) the.: time thb issue of The Plain 
Trl/lh has reached many or you. the 
United States lI'ili have officially cel­
eb ratcd itS 200th )car or indepen­
dence. 

Conditions in the world do nOi 
permit Mr. Herbert Armstrong ano 
me. however. to spe nd July 4 at 
home. We shall instead be in Jeru­
sa lem on that day. assisting in the 
dedication or the Liberty Bell Park 
in the heart of Je rusa lem. where we 
will be creating a playground for 
ch ildren. 

\Ve arrived Ja!)1 night in Johan­
nesburg an~r comp leting a lhrcc­
day visit in the crucial Middle East 
oil arca~ of Oman and Kuwait. \tVc.: 
~ha ll be in (hi::, ~tra L egic area for 
~oml.! four weeks and sha ll also be 
vis itin2. th e nei ghbo rin2. ~lates of 
Rh od~~)ia and Ta~1Zania.'" 

EVI.!I1l~ seem to be mO\'in£. at an 
ever accelerated rate on thi~ conti­
nent anu in Europe. a.~ \\'cll as in <lit 
parts or the world. At the recent 

Mideast 
Oil Tanker 
Route to 
Europe 

se miannual mec ting of thc foreign 
ministers of the NATO nation s in 
Norway. U.S. ecretary or State 
Kissinger ::.t rcsst.!d tilt.: dangers that 
would bct~1I1 the Atlantic allies if the 
Communists came into power in 
Italy. At tht: sa me time. Mr. Kiss­
inger Wi;l!-! forced to a lso drop the 
\\ord delellle frolll hi~ \'ocabularv in 
I'ollo\\ing the lead of President 
Forti. Obst:fve rs here and abroad 
reel that the Uniteu States and her 
NATO allies are t~11ling behind in 
the world arms race. Mr. Kis~i nger 

also found it necessary at the NATO 
conference to admi t that the Rus­
sian ascenua11l:y as an industrial and 
military power should have been 
anticipated and should be accepted. 

Now llull t h e w'orld is dis­
ill usioned with deten te. it is more 
co ncerned than ever about the 
United St,ltcs' resolve and abili ty to 
rt.:pel aggression in the wake of the 
fall of Vietnam and the recen t de­
bacle in Angola. 

Curiously enoug h. howeva. in 
Russia i.l contlicl simi lar lo the one 
betwcen Dr. Ki.'!ls inger and former 
Defense Secretary James Schles­
inger has come to the fore. Leonid 
Br .... ezhne\' ha~ been eleva ted to the 
rank of' Mar~hall in the Soviet 
Army. and a civilian has been 
named to head the Sovie t Union':. 

Department or Dercnse. The Red 
Army "hawks" have attacked th e 
policy of detente. however. Jnd 
have warned that the needs of the 
U.S.S.R. arc greater than those of 
the United States because the Soviet 
Union mu~t prepare lor a war on 
two front s - agains t the United 
States and against China. Also. the 
Red Army cI~iefs argue thai the So­
viet Union cannot (lncl must nOI 
again undt:: rcstinulle the dangers of 
a war engendered by ·'imperialism." 
remembering. or course. the mis­
takes o r Starrn prior to 194 1 - mis­
takes which COS l the Russians so 
dearly in the ea rly stages of th~ war 
against Germany. 

Meanwhile. in sou thern Africa. 
the dangers appear even more im­
minent I1! w tha t the war is more 
"hot" than cold . The Republic or 
South Africa. of course. was en­
gaged militarily in Angola before 
pro-West rorccs capitulated to the 
victorious M PLA. In neighboring 
Rhodesia the guerr illas are stepping 
lip their activities agains t the gov­
ernment from withi n and from with­
out. Although Fidel Cast ro has 1100\-' 

announced that his C uban army 
will leave Angola \vil hin a year. 
the rc is stil l the possibility that some 
Cubans will remain in Moznmbique 
lo assist guerrillas in their efforts 
against the Rhod esia n governme nt. 

It is. of cour~c. clear that the Cu­
bans wou ld have never been in Af­
rica except as agen t.'!l of ivloscow -
perhaps LO repay Russia n aid ex­
tended to Cuba over the years. and 
also LO effect ~econdha nd~dly what 
th e Sov iet Union was n OI prepa red 
to accomplish in a di rect manner. 
All of sout hern Africa is of great 
st rategic importance. The east-west 
sea roule around which the major 
oil tankers navigate. carrying 
Middle Eastern oil to Europe, ex­
tend s arollnd South Africa. South­
ern AfricHn nations a lso possess 
great mineral wealth. including 
chromium - desperate ly needed by 
mode rn induMry for the production 
of stee l - as well as gold. platinum. 
and other essentia lmineral~. 

There are man y probl e ms in 
South Africa. just as there are in 
other places around the world. and 
th ese problems will not be resolved 
immediately. but will require time 
and e/lo rt. But th ere would certai nly 
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be less difficulty for the people of 
South Africa a nd those in the rest of 
Africa if th e peoples in these areas 
we re permi tted Lo solve their own 
problem s without out side inter­
ve ntion. pressure, and propaga nda. 
We should. it would a ppea r, do 
wha t we can to encou ra ge the 
people of South Africa . to work out 
th eir problems within their own 
country and with their neighbors in 
th e rest of Africa, and we should do 
what we ca n to prevent further en­
croachment by th e new imperialism 
of total itarian communism. 

For th e moment, however. let us 
remember one interesting aspect of 
the propaganda leveled a t the gov­
ernme nts of both South Africa and 
Rh odesia over the past decade (and, 
in the case of Sout h Africa, for more 
th an 30 years). Majority rule is 
cla mored for by the Russia ns, th'e 
Cu bans. and o thers, but the ovcr­
whe lming majority of the o ther na­
tio ns of Africa do not have rea l 
majority ru le. What they do have in 
alm ost every case is totali tarian rule 
by a black minorUy elile, under a 
one-party system. Should th e same 
"black majority ru le" be effected in 
South Africa or Rhod esia. it would 
undoubtedly end th e freed oms and 
democratic processes in those coun­
tries (imperfect, a lbeit, as the de mo­
cratic processes may be in either 
nation). and it would probably lead 
to th e eviction or exodus of the 
wh it e settlers who have dcveloped 
both nat ions. 

As we consider these problems. 
let us rcmember th at the Un ited 
States is the country most crit icized 
in thc world. but a lso the country 
most admired and imitated. Noth­
in g happens in the Uni ted States 
that is not of interest throughout th e 
rest of the world. Our ca pacity as a 
peop le to exhibi t our wounds a nd 
not to hide them, as in the Water­
ga te affair. makes us unique as a 
people and proves aga in and again 
th e iJ1legrily and effectiveness of our 
democratic processes. Our ca pacity 
for inn ova tion, invention, and ini­
tiative constitutes our greatest force. 
No nation has cha nged the human 
condi tion for th e better so much. 
Let us continue to lead the way for a 
better world and for peace and un­
derstand ing among peoples every­
wh ere. 0 
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SOVIETS PLAYING FOR 
HIGH STAKES 
Soviet intere st in the affairs of 
so uthern Africa has but one pri­
mary strategic in terest: the denial 
of continued \Vestcrn access LO ir­
replaceable sources of raw materi­
a ls. 

"Sout h Africa [alone] provides 
th e United States, its NATO allies, 
and Japan wi th their most impor­
tant minerals, including gOld, dia­
mond s, and uranium." notes 
Anthony Harrigan, member of the 
Un ited States Industrial Council , 
wri ting in the National Review. 

Another mineral, chromium. is 
an especially important mineral 
for the West. There is no known 
su bstitute for the substance in the 
prod uction of stainless steel (com­
prising about 11 % of the a lloy). 
Stainless s teel is the primary metal 
used to makc jet airplanes. rockets. 
missi les, nuclear power plants, and 
oil refin eries. as well as surgical 
equipment. By some quirk of fate , 
most of th e wo rld's chromium is 
found in ei ther wh ite southern Af­
rica or in the Soviet Union - 67% 
of it in Rhodesia alone. A commu­
nist victory in that pa rt of the 
world would give communists con­
tro l over 97% of the world 's chro­
mium reserves . 

U.S. chromi4m stock piles, while 
swoll en from the recent recession, 
co uld only enable the country to 
get a lo ng without Rh odes ian 
eh rome for a full year, notes 
Jacqu elyn Bivins, editor of Ameri­
call Meral Mark el. The only do­
mestic de posit is in Montana, in a 
mine which is cu rrently unwork­
able . 

As far as South Africa is con­
cern ed, it has the largest-known re­
serves of high-grade iron are, as 
well as large qua ntities of asbestos 
and cop per. It also has enormous 
coal reserves. 

Busiest Sea Route 

Few in the West also realize that 
th e Cape route arou nd South Af­
rica is the most crowded sea route 
in the world. Over 24 .000 major 

by Jeff Calkins 

oceHn vessels sa il around il each 
year. a rate of 66 per day. Many of 
these vessels are carrying oil to th e 
Uni ted States or Western Europe. 
In fact, most of the oil Europe gets 
from th e Mideast comes in ships 
which trave l around the Ca pe 
since modern supertankers are too 
large for the Suez Canal. And. ac­
cording to the United States 
Strategic Institute. by 1980. even 
60% of Alliericall oil imports will 
have to travel around South Af­
rica. 

And yet at the precise time that 
th e Wes tern world has become 
more depend ent than ever upon 
the southe rn African region for 
both raw matcrials and the main­
tenance of free world commerce, 
South Africa itself has beco me 
more and more disenchanted with 
th e West. Specifically, South Afri­
can leaders are perturbed - to put 
it mildly - over the recent Ameri­
can policy regarding Angola. Pre­
toria claims that Washington gave 
it th e go-ahead to intervene in An­
gola. whi le Washington says it op­
posed the South African prese nce 
fro m th e start . In a ny case. South 
Africa was forced to make a rather 
inglorious retreat from Angola -
dealing a blow to its own carefully 
constructed "detente" policy with 
bl ack African na tions. 

The growing estrangement be­
tween South Africa and the rest of 
the Wes tern world is currently 
ha rdening the traditional Afrika­
ner predilection to go it alone. 
While it cou ld cause some eco­
nomic hardship in South Africa. 
th e world's isolation of Pretoria 
would· not be without adverse con­
sequences for the West. Already 
some observers feel that in the 
event of a naval struggle for the 
Cape sea oil route, the West cou ld 
not co unt on any help from South 
Africa, particu larly in the usc of its 
naval facilities at Simonstown, 
from wh ic h the South African 
navy currently monitors traffic in 
the critica l sea lane. 
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From the inceptio n of this na­
. tion. the peoples who colo­

niLcd America had a burning 
conviction that th ey had a special 
mission to fulfill in life. The ea rly 
American colonist.'> sincerely be­
lieved they had a "div inely a p­
poi nted des tiny" and Ihouglll o f 
thcmse lvc5. as "being chosen for a 
specialll1i~sion in th e world." 

In 1630, John Winthrop, governor 
of Ma ssac husetts Bay COlony. 
wrOte: "We shall nnd that the God 
of Israe l is among us . ... The eyes 
of all people a re upon us." 

When the Pilgrims waded ashore 
at Plymou th . Mass" in 1620. accord­
ing to their first governor. William 
Bradfo rd . " th ey fe ll upon their 
knees a nd bJcssed th e God of 
Heaven who had brought them 
from all the perils and miseries," 

America 's Great Sea l (as ca n be 
observed on th e U.S. one dollar bi ll ) 
illus trates th e "eye of God" above 
an Egypt ian pyramid with the 
wo rds AnI/IIi/ Coep/is ("he [God] 
has l~lVored our undertak ings"). Th e 
early Americans believed God's eye 
was upon their und ertaki ngs. 

The historica l accoLlnt of how 
America was won. of how the struggling 
colonists I'rom Europe were planted 
on the shores of this con tinent. and of 
how th ey succeeded in establishi ng 
th e eart h's migh ties t nation is an 
interesting. gripping story. 

America at " the Summit" 

Winston S. Churchill, while speak­
ing at a dinner held in his honor in 
New York on May 25. 1949. ac­
know ledged tha t America had "ar­
rived at the summif o f the world." 

What brought about Ame rica's 
rise to grea tn ess? How did she ge l 
her vasL.wea lth and power? 

How could this co mparative la te­
co mer on th e world scene rise so 
sw iftly to such an unprecedented 
pi nn acle of economic and military 
power - dwarfing all other na tions? 

Is America's fabulous wea lth and 
her awesome power primarily the 
resu lt o f her own ingenuity? Has she 
juS t been lucky? Did she just hap­
pen to inh erit th e ea rth 's good liest 
heritage - so far as a fortuitous 
blend ing of the ea rth's most produc­
tive land . a mild. sa lubrious climate. 
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and a fav orably placed land mass 
which. unlike the nations of Europe. 
is so loca ted as LO prevcm it from 
being overrun by powerfu l neighbor 
slales? 

Or has an unseen hand gu ided 
[his nation from its ince ption in 
1607 when the struggling colonists 
fro m England established their first 
toehold in the New World? 

A Three-Power Struggle for America 

Few Americans realize that there 
was a flerce three-power struggle 
waged during the course of two cen­
turi es for the control of the vast land 
ma ss o f North America. Spain. 
France. and Britain all sough t co n­
trol of this rich conlincl1l. .... 

In the Sll m e yea r th at Columbus 
made his epic voyage to [he West 
Indies - 1492 - Pope Alexander VI 
gra nted to Spain and Po rtugal all of 

orth, Central and South America. 
After learning of the discove ry o f 

the previously unknown lands of the 
New World , Pope Alexander dc­
c~ded the best way to prevent riva lry 
and bloodshed between Spain and 
Portugal was to di vid e the newly 
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discovered world between them. Ac­
co rdingly he drew an imaginary line 
from nonh to south through a poilll 
several hundred miles west of the 
present-day Atlantic islands called 
the Azores. All the land to the east 
of this " line of demarca tion" went 
to Portugal. and all to the west fell 
to Spain's lot. 

By the Treaty of Tordes illias. 
signed between Spain and POrlugal 
in 1493. this " line of dema rcation" 
was moved Slightly further west. 
The only territory in the New World 
which was ass igned to POrlugal was 
the big eastern bulge of the South 
American continent. roughly corre­
sponding to present-day Brazil. All 
of the rest o f the tcrritory in the 
New World went to the Spaniards. 
This mea nt that Spain was given all 
of North and Central America plus 
most of South America. 

However, there was one major 
problem with this imaginary divi­
sion of the New World. Britain. 
France and Holland just did not be­
lieve any man (whether pope or 
king) had th e God-given right {O 

give away such vast amoun ts of the 

THE BEGINNING: The landing of the 
Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock in 1620; 
the Signing of the Declaration of In­
dependence in Philadelphia , July 4, 
1776. 
Credits. ReproouCed by permiSSion of Huntington Library, 
San MarinO. Ca , Copyright Yale Umvefsily Art Gallery 

earth's uncla imed real estate. They 
therefore ignored the pope's "line of 
demarcation" when it came lO es­
tablishing. at a taler date. colonies 
in the New World . 

Britain 's Showdown With Spain 

Later. howeve r, a rea l struggle for 
possession of North America devel­
oped between Britain and Spain. As 
fabulous quantities of gold and si l­
ve r began flowing from th e New 
World - prim arily from Mex ico 
and Peru - back to Europe. the 
greed and curios ity of many nations 
were aroused. Greedy adve nturers 
wanted to get their hands on some 
of this seemingly unlimited treasure. 

At this point in history, England 
produced some darin g men of th e 
sea such as Sir Francis Drake and 
Sir John Hawkins. These bold ad-
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venturers began to plunder the 
Spanish treasure ships. Of course. 
Philip II of Spain ( 1527-98) didn't 
appreciate this interference with his 
lucrative flow of wealth from the 
New World. Also. this ve ry Catholic 
monarch did not lik e the way reli­
giolls matters were going in England 
and Holland where Protestants were 
gaining th e upper hand. Philip 
therefore decided to send his mighty 
"inv in c ibl e armada" against 
En gland to subjug,He that tiny is­
land kingdom. Arter subduing the 
English. he planned to bring the 
Protestants o f Holland to heel. 

By the summer of 1588. Philip's 
mi glllY armada was outfilted and 
ready to sail for England . Abou t 
28.000 Spaniards were in the allack 
force. During th e ensuing battle. the 
g r ea tl y outnumbered and out­
gunned Brilish sea men - aided 
greatly by the weat her - defeated 
the Spaniards. Only about half of 
Philip's badly battered ships and 
men limped back to Spain. From 
that day forward , England knew she 
co uld success full y challenge the 
Spanish navy on the high seas. 
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One of Engla nd 's greatest histo­
ri a ns. Sir Winston S. Churchill , 
commen ted on the defeat of the ar­
mad a: "To th e English people as a 
whole th e defeat of the Armada 
ca me as a miracle. One of the 
medals stru ck to commemorate the 
victory bears th c inscription 'AjJfavif 
DeLIS ef dissipalllllr ' - 'God blcw 
and they were sca llcred.' Eliza beth 
and her seamen knew how true th is 
was. The Armada had indeed been 
bruised in battle. but it was demora­
li zed and set on the run by the 
wea th er. Yel thc event was deci­
sive . .. " (A History of the English· 
Speaking Peoples). 

From that time forwa rd. England 
felt she co uld safely introduce setlle­
I11cnts into North America without 
the fear tha t Spain would be able to 
destroy them. So in 1607. the first 
permanen t English co lony \Vas 
planted at Jam estown. Virginia. Be­
fore long 13 thriving colonies were 
firmly established in North Am er­
Ica. 

Years belore the English planta­
ti ons in th e New Wor ld. thc 
Spaniards had colonies in Florida. 

Texas and the southwestern part of 
North America. But those Spanish 
colonies never came into serious 
co nflict with the British ones to their 
north . and it was \vith France that 
Britain was soon to be engaged in a 
bloody struggle for supremacy in 
North America. 

Year s before England com­
menced her first permanent colony 
in 1607. French explorers had sa iled 
up the SI. Lawrence River deep into 
what was to become Canada. Even­
wally those wide-ranging French 
exp lorers navigated th e Great Lakes 
a nd down the Miss issippi River -
claiming all of North America west 
of the Mississippi to the Rocky 
Mountains and all parts east to the 
Allegheny (Appalachian) Mo un­
tains. This vas t. un bel ieva bly fertile 
land lying to the east and west of 
the Mississippi was ca ll ed " Louisi­
ana" after the French Sun King. 
Louis X IV. 

Canada or Guadeloupe 

Th e British fina lly won the French 
and Indian War a nd in 1763. the 
Treaty or Paris was signed. Fra nce 
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ceded to Britain all of her territo ry 
in Canad a. p lus all of the land east 
of th e Mississ ippi from Canada in 
the north to the Florida territo ry in 
the south. 

I nt c rest ingl y e n oug h. when 
France was defeated by England. 
she o ffe red the victo r ei ther the is­
land o f Guadeloupe in the West In­
die s. or Canada. F o rtunatel y . 
Benj a min Franklin happened to be 
in Lo ndo n at the tim e. and he real­
ized th e vas t potenti a l of the Cana­
dian territory. He therefore wro te a 
pamphlet in which he urged Britain 
to tak e Canada rather than the 
sugar-and- rum-rich Caribbean is­
land. and many Brito ns we re disa p­
pointed when their govcrnmcnl. 
following Fra nklin's advice. chose 
Canada rather tha n Guadeloupe! 

American Revolutionary War 

ot long after the 1763 Treaty of 
Paris had f!.ranted Britai n a ll o f 
French Can;da plus the p resent-day 
states cast of the Miss issip pi from 
Canada to th e Florida te rritory. 
trouble broke out between the thirteen 
American colonies a nd England. 
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O n July 4. 1776. the Thirteen Col­
onies declared their independence 
and began waging the American 
Re volutionary \Va r to secure their 
freedom. All odds favored a British 
victory in that wa r. but Cornwall is' 
defeat at Yo rktown o n OCL 19. 
178 1. by the combined forces or 
Wa s hingt o n working with the 
F rc nch navy. meant that America 
would soo n ga in total ind epen­
dence. 

In 1783. Britain gran ted to the 
new United States not o nly the title 
deed to th e original Thinee n Colo­
nies. but she also gave th ose colo­
nies all the land rrol11 th e AtlaI1lic 
w~st to the Mississ ippi R iver. th at is. 
all the land between Canada in the 
north and th e F lorida territory in 
the south . 

Beginning with this first title 
grant. th e Un ited States went on to 
eve ntually acqu ire a ll of th e land 
encompassed in the contiguous 48 
Slales. 

How Am erica acqu ired all of the 
origi nal 48 states during a 70-year 
period is one of the most fascinatin g 
s to ries to be ro und in the annals o f 

SECURING THE BIRTHRIGHT: The 
Battle of Bunker Hill; the drive west to 
fulfill Manifest Destiny - home­
steaders, the wagon trains, the Gold 
Rush of 1849. 
Credits. CoPYfl9hi Yale UmvefSlty Arl Gallery Reploduced 
by permJ$$lon 01 Hunting/on LibriJ1Y- San Matmo. Ga 
Secuflly PaCilic Na/lOnal Bank. 

any nation. In facl. th ere is no othe r 
similar parallel in all the wor ld 's his­
tory. At no other time did a natio n 
ever acquire such a vas t, ri ch. strate­
gic tract of la nd in such a short 
peri od of time. 

History's Greatest Bargain! 

Only 20 years after the seco nd 
Trea ty of Pa ris - convened in 1783 
- granted th e United States the ter­
rito ry east o r the Mississip pi. o th er 
even ts moved swirLly to give he r 
possession of the vas t Louisia na 
Territory wes t of th e Mississ ippi. 
He re is how America acq uired tha t 
land - the most fabulous land bar­
gain in the histo ry of the entire 
world. 

During the Napo leonic wars. the 
vain. ambitiolls Napoleon p lanned 
to establish a French empire west of 
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the Miss iss ippi River to counter­
bala nce the Anglo-Saxon domi­
nated territory of Canad a and th e 
United States (east of the Missis­
sip pi). But Napoleo n's ambi tions 
knew no bounds as he continued to 
expand his empire across Europe. 
his main concern at tha t moment. 
He realized he would need mone)! to 
wage that war ~ pri marily against 
Britain. Napoleon therefore con­
cluded that if he wou ld se ll the Lou­
isiana Territory to the Uni ted 
States. this would provide him 
bad ly needed money an d wou ld at 
the same time cause America to be 
friendly toward him. 

It just so happe ned th at U.S. Pres­
ident Thomas Jefferson had recently 
instructed the American ministers in 
Paris to see if the U.S. could buy the 
port of New Orleans from France or 
at least some land on the eas tern 
side of the mo uth of tile Miss iss ippi 
so she co uld es tablish her 0\1/11 pon 
by which she could th en secure a n 
ou tlet for her goods which Howed 
down the Mississippi and thence to 
Europe. 

Neither Jelferson nor his Ameri-
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t:an representatives in Pa ris 
drea med that Napoleon would not 
on ly seU them the va lua bl e port of 
New Orleans, but would offer to seU 
all of the Louisiana Territory west 
of the Mississippi Ri ve r - for the 
paltry su m of only $ 13.000,000! This 
pun.:hase amounted to abou t 4 cents 
per acre! 

Never in the histo ry of the world 
has such a fantastic purchase been 
made. Th is fabu lous acqu isition in­
cl uded all or parts of eleven sta tes 
and some of the most fe rtil e land in 
th e whole world. This vas L tcrriLOry 
was later divided in to Arkansas. 
Mi sso uri. Neb raska, Io wa and 
So uth Da kota, a nd parts of Co lo­
rado. Kansas. Minnesota, North 
Dakota. Oklahoma and Wyoming. 

Shortly afterwards, in 1819 . 
America was successful in purchas­
ing th e Florid a territory (i ncluding 
F lorida and parts of Alabama, Lou­
isia na and Miss issippi) for the in­
significant sum of$1 0.000,000. Now, 
America owned all of th e land eaSf 

of the Mississippi from Canada to 
the Gu lf of Mexico. plus the la nd 
called the Louisia n a Territory 

stretching west from the Mississippi 
to the Rocky Mountains. 

In 1836, the Texans declared th eir' 
ind ependence from Mex ico and es­
tablished the Lone Star Republic. 
Th e U.S. didn't want to o ffen d Mex­
ico at the time and th erefore didn't 
permit Texas to be adm iucd imme­
diately into th e Union. The U.S. fi­
nally did annex Texas in 1845, and 
this proved to be one more irritation 
between Mexico and America which 
finally led to th e Mexican War of 
1846- 1847. 

In 1846. Britain and the Un ited 
Sta tes finally settled th eir border 
dispute in the north west. Prior to 
this date. Britai n had claimed the 
territory of Oregon and \Vashing­
Lon. whe reas the U.S. had claimed 
all of that territo ry plus British Co­
lumbia. Rath er than come to blows 
both Britain and America agreed 
that a ll the land above th e 49th par­
allel - which ran between the U.S. 
and thl! British Northwest Territory 
- would be Brit ish. and all to the 
sout h would be U.S. territory except 
Va ncouver Island. which wou ld re­
main under the British flag. 
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America's " Mani fest Oestiny" 

In th e mid 1800s. many Americans 
firmly be lieved in America 's "mani­
fest destiny" - that America was 
d e:-. tincd to inhe rit all the land from 
th e Atlantic to the Pacifi c. 

Six of the original Thirteen Colo­
nies had received royal grants giv­
ing them "sea to sea" rights. Those 
six states were: Massachuse lls. Con­
necti cuL Virginia, onh and South 
Carolina and Georgi a. But in actual 
pract ice. those royal gran ts on ly ex­
tended westward to the Mississippi 
Riv e r. s ince France a nd Spain 
cl a im ed all of the land west of the 
Miss iss ipp i dur ing America's early 
h iSlDry. 

It was during th e 1840s that this 
id ea of "manifest des ti ny" swept the 
nation like a reli gious reviva l. 

" Manifest destiny. a persisten t 
and cherished tradition of U.S. his­
tory which, in its broadest concep­
tion. dec lared that Americans are a 
chosen people, blessed with frcc in­
sl.i tlilions and ordained by God to 
create a model society in the wi lder­
ness. In this sense Manifest Destiny 
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may be said to have begun with the 
Puri tan landings at Massachusc us 
bay in 1630. I ~ its more restric ted 
geograp hical sense. the phrase refers 
to the desire of American expan­
sionists in the 1840's to ex tend the 
boundaries of' the Uni1ed States to 
the Pacific ocean.. (Ellcyclo­
paedia Brilannica, 1970 ed.). 

In 1845, John O'Sullivan. writing 
in Th e Uniled SImes Magazine and 
Democratic Review proph es ied " the 
fulfillmen t or O Uf manifest destiny to 
oversp read the continent a llo tted by 
Providence for the free development 
of our yea rly multiplyi ng millions 
[andjl"o r the development of liberty 
and federative se lf-governrn ent." 

The Mexican War 

With th e id ea of "manifest destiny" 
pounding i n man y American 
breasts. it was only a matter of time 
until these dynamic. rambunctious. 
lanel-hungry Americans wou ld spill 
over into Mex ican terri tory. provok­
in g a bloody conflict wi th Mexico. 

During the Presidency of James 
K. Polk, the war hawks finally suc­
ceeded in pushing America in to a 

INDUSTRIAL PROWESS: Abraham 
Lincoln, preserver of America 's unity, 
guaranteeing a new age of great­
ness; the Golden Spike links America 
by rail, 1869; the Panama Canal 
(showing the big cut at Culebra) 
forms a water bridge between two 
oceans, 1914 (inset: its biggest booster, 
Theodore Roosevelt); Henry Ford 
develops the assembly line, 1913. 
Credl/s ReproducfId by permlSsron of Huntmg/on Llbrary_ 
San Manno. Ca, Wide World, Panama Canal Co Ford Mo· 
lor Company (Insel. Culver PlClures Inc I 

war with Mexico. The Mexican War 
sta rted out as a mere border in­
cident duri ng December 1846. but 
soo n it esca la ted in to a fu ll -sca le 
war. On March 9. 1847, Genera l 
Winneld Scott landed a force of 
about 10,000 men a t Veracruz and 
se t o ut to capture Mexico City. 
reaching his goal on Sept. 14. 1847. 

At th e Treaty of Guadalupe Hi­
dalgo, s igned on February 2, 1848, 
M exica agreed to cede to the U.S. 
what is now California. Nevada, 
Arizona. Utah and New Mexico, 
a lo ng with pans of what was to be­
come Colo rado and Wyoming. The 
United Sta tes agreed to pay Mexico 
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S 15.000.000 for the newly ceded te r­
ritory. 

On ly about onc week before that 
treaty was signed James W. M ar­
shall discovered gold at SUller's Mill 
- nOl far frol11 San Franc isco. This 
resuiled in the famous California 
Gold Rush of 1849 - which helped 
bring a flood of setllers into that 
sparsely selllcd state. 

\Vould America be satisfied wi th 
the terri tory which she now occu­
pied? Hardly. America still coveted 
a sliver of Mexican te rritory. The 
U.S. finally agreed to acqu ire the 
"Gadsden Purchase" from Mexico 
in 1853 for the sum of' $ 10.000.000. 
With th is purchase. th e area com­
prising the original 48 conti guolls 
states was now complete. 

" Choicest Bounties of Heaven" 

Ten years later in th e midst o f the 
bloody Civil War. Ab rah am Lincoln 
said about that rich land which 
America th en possessed: .' ... \Ve 
ha ve been the recipients of rhe 
choicest bOlllllies of Hea ven; we have 
been prese rved these many years in 
peace and prosperity; we have 
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g rown in numbers , wealth. and 
power as no other nation has ever 
grown. 

"B ut we have forgotten God. We 
ha ve forgotten the gracious han d 
which preserved us in peace and 
multiplied a nd enr ic h ed and 
st rengthened us. a nd we have vai nly 
imagined, in the deceitfulness of our 
hearts. that a ll these blessings were 
produced by some superior wisdom 
and virtue or Our own. Intoxicated 
wit h unbroken success. we have be­
come too selr-s ufficien t to feel the 
necessity of redeeming a nd pre­
se rving g race, too proud to pray to 
th e God th at made us." 

And on Octobe r 3. 1863. Lincoln 
made an o the r proclama ti o n in 
which he sa id: "No human counsel 
hath devised 110r hath any mortal 
hand worked ou t these great things. 
Th ey arc the gracious gif'ts of the 
Most High God, who, while dealing 
with LI S in anger for our sins. hath 
neverthe less remembered mercy." 

Then. nea r the end of the Civi l 
Wa r. Lin coln issued a Th anksgiving 
Da y proclamatio n in wh ic h he 
urged his fellow Americans to prop-

er ly observe th e soon-co min g 
Thanksgiving Day " as a day of 
thanksgiv ing a nd praise to Almighty 
God th e bene fi cent Creator and Ru­
le r o f the Universe. And I do funher 
recommend to my fellow-citizens 
aforesaid that on that occasion they 
do reverel1lly humble themselves in 
the dust a nd from thence offer up 
penitent and fervent prayers and 
supp lica tions to the Great Disposer 
of Events for a return of the inesti­
mable blessings of peace, union, 
and harmony th roughout fhe land 
which it has pleased /-Jim /0 assign as 
a dwelling place Jor ourselves ondfor 
our posterity throughout all gellera­
lions. " 

How America " Stole" Alaska 
From Russia 

R ussia. as well as Spai n and France, 
had been grasping bela tedly for 
con trol of North America. She had 
taken possession or what is now 
known as Alaska. cla imed parts of 
western Canada. and in 18 12 even 
established a thrivi ng colony of 
about 400 people a t Fort Ross just 
no rth of modern-day San Francisco. 
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But Russia sold out he r Ca lifo rnia 
co lony to John Sutter in 1841 for 
$30.000. This was only 7 yea rs be­
fo re gold was discove red on Sutter's 
property ' 

In 1867. only two yea rs a ft er th e 
C ivil Wa r, Russia sold Alaska to the 
United Sta tes fo r only $7,200,000, a 
litt le less th a n two ce nts per acre! 

T ruly. no na tion in the long his­
to ry of th e world has eve r bee n so 
blessed as this great la nd. Yet all too 
many Am ericans nei ther feel nor 
ex press much gra titu de to th e G reat 
On e who sha pes th e des tin ies o f a ll 
na tions and who has given us ma ni­
fo ld bless ings. 

Is America Too Privileged? 

This na tiona l ingrati tude is some­
tim es obvious to others. T he la te 
prime minis ter of Ja pa n. Ka kuei 
Ta naka, seemed to se nse th at Amer­
ica ns today too often take th eir 
bless ings fo r granted wh en he said 
in late 1973: " [ o ft en wonder why 
yo u [A merica ns] worry so much 
abou t domestic problems when you 
have such a n a bunda nce of re­
so urces. For exa mple, look a t Amer-
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ican agricu/rura/ productivity. It 's 
easy fo r the U.S. to ex pand its out­
put whenever it chooses. We ca n' t 
do that in Japa n .... When I com­
pa re th e s ituat ion here in Japa n 
with the situa tion in your country. I 
th ink that as a nation you are too 
priVileged. " 

He Ih en added: " Yes, 1 Ihink God 
has 11 01 been vel)! fai r in ' he distribu­
lion 0/ reSOl/rces . . . 0/ all Ihe 3.7 bil­
lio ll people [n ow over 4 billion I on 
this ear,h. A mericans have the m OSl 

stable economy. th ey have a n abun­
da nce of resources ava il ab le within 
th e ir ow n country. and th ey have 
more ill veSlmellfS abroad than any 
ot her co untry." 

If one conside rs th e ferti lity of our 
so il. the abundance of our natura l 
resources a nd the temperate cl ima te 
wi th which we have been favo red by 
Heaven, th en, with out doubt. we 
ha ve been blessed a bove all o ther 
na tions. If one takes into acco un t 
ou r unpa ra ll eled sta ndard of living, 
th en he will have to acknowledge 
th at we have been great ly blessed. If 
one looks a t the precious rights a nd 
freedo ms gua ra nteed by our Consti -

TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION: 
Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Ear­
hart glamorize aviation; America's 
" arsenal of democracy" preserves 
freedom in World War 1/; Americans 
plant the firs t human footsteps on the 
moon, Apollo XI, July 1969. 
PhOtos Culver Pic/UteS, Inc. (Inset Reproduced by {Jsr· 
miSSion of Huntmg/on ubr8ry, San Marmo. Ca. - D!ck 
Whiffing/on Collec/!on). Wide WOlld, NASA 

tut ion a nd government, th en he will 
have to concl ude th a t \\le have been 
highly favored . 

Will we give thanks to the G rea t 
Be ing who gave li S all o f these bless­
in gs, o r will we say: "My power a nd 
the might of mine hand hath galien 
me this wea lth "? Are our people 
willing to ascribe these ma nifold 
bless in gs to our Creator? 

America needs to be mindful of 
th e true sOllrce of a ll of her many 
un precedented bless ings: " But thou 
sha lt remember the Lord thy God: 
fo r it is he fha l giveth thee power 
10 gel lVeall" . . " (Deut. 8: 18). 

How was America won? It was 
won by the American people, no t by 
th eir wisdom a nd might, but only 
beca use th e grea t God willed it ' 0 
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DEMOCRACY: 
THE ULTIMATE GOVERNMENT? 
by Roderick C. Meredith 

The American people enjoy 
the oldest democratic system 
in the world, along with un­
precedented freedoms and 
opportunities. But is the ulti­
mate government sti/J in the 
future? This revealing article 
not only reminds Americans 
of their many blessings, but 
also explains what tomorrow 
will bring. 

"F rom sea to shining sea !" That 
phrase once again came to 
mind as our 747 cl im bed over 

Long Island Sound. veered to the 
north and th en head ed west to the 
shores of the Pacific Ocean . 

I was just completing a sort of 
'" Bicelllcnnia l t rip," a journey that 
took me, among other places. to re­
new my memori es of Wash ington, 
D.C.. Fort McHen ry - where "The 
Sla r Spangled Banner" was written 
- and to the old Fede ral Building in 
New Yo rk City where George 
Washington was inaugu rated. . 

Often when I see the nation'S 
Ca pital or the Statue of Liberty, 
chills ru n up and down my spi ne. 

I rem ember the raw November 
eveni ngs when Old Glory wa s 
hoisted a loft to flutter in the breeze 
- spotlighted in the Midwestern sky 
as we sa ng the national anthem j ust 
befo re a footba ll game. I remember 
the shin ing faces of freck le-faced 
boys and litt le pig. tai led girls -
straining at atle ntion - as we re­
cited the p ledge of a ll egiance to Our 

flag and our coun try at the begin­
ning of each school day . And I sha ll 
ne ver forget being shepherded sol­
emnly into the audi torium of Joplin. 
Missouri's West Central Schoo l th a t 
raw December mo rning to hea r the 
familiar voice of Fra nklin Rooseve lt 
declare: 

"Yesterday. Decembe r 7, 1941 -
a dale that will live in infamy - the 
United States o f Ame ri ca was sud­
denly and deliberate ly a ttacked. 
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We will gain the ine.vitable triumph . 
so help us God." 

Quite 11 few years later. on Ill y 

first trip LO Europe, as our ship 
moved slowly out of New York ha r­
bo r a nd the Statue of Libe rty began 
to disa ppea r in th e fog. 1 remember 
feeling nostalgic pangs. realizing 
that I was leaving so me place pretty 
special. And ind eed I was. 

Our Democratic Heritage 

On ou r 200th birthday. America 
stands as the o ldes t democracy in 
the world today . And o ur Constitu­
tion is the old~s t of any nation still 
in existence. 

U nder the bless ing of a ben ign 
Prov idence, our a nceSlOrS devised 
the greates t government "of the 
peo ple. by the people. and for the 
peo ple" in th e history of the world. 
Despite all its t~1U l t s. our natio n ha s 
done mo re for the world and given 
more to the world than any o ther in 
modern history. 

From the Hoove r P lan for th e re ­
construction of Europe afte r World 
War I and the Lend-Lease Act of 
1940 to the mass ive Marshall Plan . 
the Alli ance for Progress. th e Peace 
Corps, and a host of other be· 
neficent progra ms. the United Sta tes 
has se l a n exa mple of giving. help­
ing. and bui ld ing to the rest of' the 
world . Like the biblical patriarCh 
Joseph, we today have been blessed 
wi th the largest grain supply on 
ea rt h and have gladly distributed it 
to the h ungry nat ions of the world­
even, at times. to those who a re our 
sworn enemIes . 

Energy and creativity? Again. it 
would be difficu lt indeed to find an 
equa l to twen tie th-century America 
in these traits. Ea rly in the last cen­
tury the renowned F rench h islo rian­
philoso pher. Alexis de Tocqueville. 
desc ribed our nation as follows: 

"The United States o f America 
have only been emancipated for 
half a century fro m the s ta te of colo­
nia l de pendence in which they stood 
to Great Britain... Yet no people 

in the world have made such rapid 
progress in trade a nd manufactures 
as th e Am eri ca ns ... and although 
th e ir ma nufac tures have to s tru ggle 
with almost insurmountable natu ral 
impediments . th ey are not pre­
vented from making grea t and d aily 
advances. 

" In th e Unit ed States." continued 
de TocqucviJle. "the grea test under· 
ta kings and specul ations a rc exc­
CLilCd without diflkulty. because the 
whole po pula ti o n arc engaged ill 
product ive industry. and because 
th e poo res t as well as th e most o pu· 
lent members of the commo nwealth 
arc rea dy to combine their efforts 
for these purposes. The consequence 
is. th a t a s tra nger is constantly 
ama ze d by th e imm e nse public 
works executed by a na tion which 
co nta in s. so to speak. no rich men. 
The Americans a rri ved but as yes­
terd ay on the territory which they 
inhabil. and they have alread y 
changed the whole order of nature 
for their own advantage. They have 
joined the Hudson to the Missis­
sippi, and mad e th e Atla ntic O cea n 
co mmunicate with the Gulf of Me-x· 
ico. across a continent of more than 
fiv e hundred leagues in exte nt 
wh ich separates the two seas. The 
longes t railroads which ha ve been 
constructed. u p to the present tim ~. 

a re in America." 
Today America is still the world's 

premier democratic, free enterprise 
na tio n. The almost complete Cree­
dam of speech. action. a nd th ought 
possessed by Un ited Slat es citizens 
is a marvel to most peoples or th e 
world . For even in Britain, France. 
a nd other democra tic societies. gov­
er nmental control of the radio a nd 
televi sio n o utl e ts. s tri c t gove rn­
menla l regula tio n of bus iness and 
industry and a lso what many Amer­
icans wou ld rega rd as con fi sca tory 
taxation poli cies all act as a repres­
sive in fl uence on the kind o f liber­
ti es mos t Ameri ca ns take for 
gral1lcd . 

Ame rica has striven lo ng and 
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hard LO m ake o ur nat ion a living 
examp le of th e proclamation of the 
D ec lara t io n of I ndependence: 
" ... that a ll mcn are created equal. 
tha t they a re end owed by th e ir Cre­
ator wi th ce rtain unali e na ble rights. 
th a t am o ng th ese a re life . liberty, 
and the pursuit of happ iness," 

A Lesson in Application 

Eld ridge Cleaver. a fo rm er revoill­
tio na ry Black Pan ther who used to 
ra nt agai ns t " the pig powcr struc­
ture: ' has come home to America 
wi th a lOtally difre rent out look than 
when he we nt into se lf- imposed ex­
ile over seven yea rs ago. No t on ly 
has he him se lf been "educated" lO 
po litica l reali ties in th e wo rl d, he 
now can see that much has hap­
pe ned in th e A me rican sys te m s ince 
the time he a nd his wife left th e U.S. 
He now sees far greater participa­
tion by bl acks a nd ot he r mino rities 
in gove rnm ent than h e did in 1968. 
He fee ls that lega l and govern­
mental discriminatio n agai ns t mi­
no r ities has vi rtu a lly va nished in the 
U ni ted Sta tes. 

C leaver sees th e endi ng 01' th e 
Vietnam wa r a nd the ousting of 
Presiden t Nixon as signs that de­
m ocracy is worki ng ..... - that the 
people ca n make th eir w is he s 
known and ca rri ed o ut. He feels th a t 
this working ou t in practice of the 
princip les of democracy is un ique 
and makes Ame rica. politically. the 
bes t place in th e wor ld. 

C leaver has cOnl inually e m pha­
s ized s ince his re lllrn that the ru ling 
cl asses in 111 0s t Communist and 
Third World cou ntries exist o nly to 
perpetu ate their own selfish in ter­
ests. On th e othe r hand. C leaver 
find s it almost amusi ng tha t so 
many Ame rican in te ll ectuals s pe nd 
thei r time c ritic izing American so­
ciety and p raising the cou ntr ies 
w hi ch Cleaver sees as pOli tically ro l­
ten. 

A ft er expe ri encing seven yea rs of 
se lf- imposed exile in var io us other 
counlries, Cleaver is reso lutely o p-

The PLAIN TRUTH July 1976 

Since the national power of a democracy ultimately 
resides in the people themselves, rather than 

in an exclusive dictatorial elite, the nation 
as a whole is strong only to the extent that the 

individual character of its citizens remains strong. 

posed to commu nism. He s tal es: 
" Arte r all my tra ve ls and seeing the 
soc ia lis ts' wor ld up very close. really 
see ing how the Sov iet Union and 
C h ina fun ction, well. I now thi nk 
th at the U.S. sho ul d be second to 
none militarily. 

Unique Personal Freedoms 

T he a bove example could be mu lti­
plied tho usa nds o r times. Fo r many 
Ame ricans never fully a pprecia te 
w hat they ha ve until th ey li ve in 
so me othe r la nd . U nder the demo­
cra tic syste m of checks and balances 
- and th e o ppo rtunity to free ly elect 
ou r leade rs - Americans enjoy a 
more o pen a nd Aexible po liti ca l sys­
tem than has thus fa r come about 
by a ny othe r mea ns. 

For exa mpl e, the Firs t Amend­
m e nt LO th e U.S. Constitution reads: 
"Co ngress shall make no !cw,: re­
spectin g a n es ta b lis hm e nt o r reli­
g io n, or pro hibiting the free exe rcise 
th e reof; o r abr idgi ng the freedom of 
speech, o r of th e press; o r the right 
o f the peop le peaceably to assemble. 
and to pe titi on the governm en t ror a 
redress o f g rievances." 

A few yea rs ago. th e U.S. Su­
pre me Cou n affirmed the total reli­
g io us freed o m which has and must 
con tinu e to exist in this na tion . It 
sa id : " Freedo m to worship was in­
dispensable in a cou ntry w hose 
people came from the four corners 
of the earth a nd b row.?h t w ith them 
a dive rsity of re ligiolls op in ion . 
T oday authorities li s t 83 se parate 
rel ig io ll s bod ies. eac h with member­
s hip exceedi ng 50.000, ex isting 
among o ur people as we ll as innu­
me rable sma ller grou ps. T he 
place of religion in our society is a n 
exa lted o nc, achieved through a 
lo ng trad itio n of rel iancc on the 
ho m e, th e chu rch. a nd th e in ­
viol"ble ci tadel of the individ ua l 
heart and mind. \Ve havc con1C to 
reillize through biner experience 
that it is no t \ .... ithin the power or 
government to in vade that citadel. 
w h ether its purpose o r efrect be to 

aid or op pose. to advance or to re­
tard. In the relation Ship bLtwccll 
man and religion. the state is firm ly 
committed to a position of neutral­
ity." 

H ow rare th ese fr ee d oms or 
speech. press. and religion have 
been down through the years of 
hum an history! 

Even though the democratic pro­
cess is often s low and cumbersome 
- often impeded by human nature 
- il has provided the safest. the 
wealt hi est. the mos t creative, and 
ce rt ainly the freest society in mod­
ern times. Emulating America's suc­
cess, most \Ves lcrn European 
na tions and Japa n emerged from 
Wo rld \Var I I as gen uin e democra­
c ies. Since that lime the greatest 
wave o f prospe ri ty and creativity 
th e world has known - affecting all 
c1 ass~s or man - has blessed these 
nations as \vell. 

Le t us be thankrul ror the mani­
fo ld bleSSings enjoyed within the 
freedom s whit:h democracy has 
made possible. \Ve in America have 
much to be thankful for in this Bi­
cen te nn ial yea r! 

Creeping Doubt and 
Difficulties 

There is no doubt lhat America is 
f~lci ng a crisis oj confidence. We 
ha ve see n Vie tnam. Cambodia. and 
Laos all f~111 to the com munisb. In 
February or this year. Angola rell to 
M arxist rorces backed up by Cuban 
merce naries and Sov ie t adviso rs -
making a shambles of' U.S. po licy in 
Afr ica. 

On the national scene. the scan­
dals of \Valergatc, the a lmost dail) 
news of co rporate payofrs and o ther 
revclation.s 01' frailty in high places 
has undermined the confidence of 
th e American people in their leaders 
a nd in thei r institu tions. Rent!\\'ed 
contidcnce in America's leader,:, hip 
a nd in our fundamental ins titutions 
mu s t be re s to red if the U nited 
Slale:, is to continue as the leading 
world power. 
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Soon, an entirely different form of government 
will be brought to all the peoples of the earth . 
It will not come by human reason, politics, 
or force of arms. It will come as a result 
of divine intervention. 

Th e Biggest Cri s is of All 

Finally. there is a crisis oj characler. 
Such sca nuals as Watergate rc.::nCCI 
so mething which has been sneaking 
up on ou r blind s ide for many years. 
That is th e raCI that. more tha n we 
would lik e lO ad mit. we have be· 
come a natio n of liars. c.: hea ters. 
thieves. adulterers. and blasphemers. 

We read continuing exposes 
about the ph ilandcrings of a recent 
pres iden t and the lies and dirty 
tricks of another. We a re in the 
midst of a virlllal ava la nche of vio~ 
Icnce in our enten ainment media 
and pornography on the news­
~lands . 

OU f economy. like a narcot ic ad­
d ict. is dependent upon the cOlllin­
ual refi nancin g of a mountainous 
bu rden of debt. The once-hera lded 
vi nues of th rift. se lf-d iscip li ne, hon­
es ty. and sc.:: ll'-rdianct.: have dis­
appea red from vast segments of the 
Americln public. 

Clearly. a fundamenta l change 
mu~ t come about in this broad a rea 
of decl ining nationa l character. 

Lesson of Hi story 

\Vill Duran!. the historian, su mm a­
rizes the causes of the fall of th e 
Roman Empire wi th words th at a re 
vi tal to our si tuation today: "A gre,ll 
civilization is not conquered from 
withollt until it has destroyed itse lf 
within . Th e essential ca uses of 
Rome's decline lay in her people, 
her morals. her class struggle. her 
failing trade. hcr burea ucrati c des­
poti~l11. her still ,i,ng taxes. he r con­
sumll1g \,/,us. 

Speaking in a similar vein . Ed­
mund Burke . the g reat English 
statesman. explai ned that: "Men arc 
qualified for civi l liberty in exact 
proportion to th eir disposition to 
put mora l chains upon their ow n 
appetites. .. Society ca nnot exis t. 
unless a controlling power upon will 
and appetite be placed somewhe re: 
and the less of it there is wit hin. the 
more there must he wi th oul. It is 
ordained in th e etern a l constitution 
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of th ings. that men o r intemperate 
minds cannot be free. Tht,;ir pas­
sio ns for2.e their feuers:' 

But wITI we Americans put "moral 
cha ins" on ou r appetites? Will we 
build a strong individual characlcr. 
strong familie~ and thus a strong 
AIlll!rica in vea l's ahead? 

The trutl~ is that a democracy is 
the most fragile of govern menial 
system!). Since the national power of 
a (iL:mocracy ult imately rc~idcs in 
th e people themselves. rathe r than 
in an exclusive dictatorial dite. the 
nation '-IS a whole is strong only to 
the eX len l thai the individual char­
acter or its citizens remains strong. 

The Ultimate Governm ent 

As beneficial as democracy is. til is 
form of human government is nO( 
without its fauil s. As The !tVa!! 
SII'eel JOlIl"lla/ recently obse rved: 
'"Dl.!mocracy h:.l!) neve r been neat or 
tidy. but it has always been buoy­
anl. One must hope it will stumble 
successfu lly into th e fUllire.'" 

R igh t indeed. 
\Ve American s ca n be extremely 

gra tefu l that we are not living under 
a Jictator or a vengeful monarch or 
any m her totalitarian system . As 
se lfi sh. bungli ng human govern­
ments go. \\~'ve definitely got the 
best. 

Howevcr. regardl ess of political 
systems. the nat ions of this wo rld 
arc meanwhile girdin g fo r a ga rgan­
llian World War III that will lead to 
human exti nction unl cs~ our Cre­
ator intervenes. 

A nd intervene he will (Matt. 
24:22). For the grea t Creator - of 
whom our founding fathers spoke so 
much ~ has be ller things in store ~ 
for America. as we ll as fo r the whole 
wo rld. 

Soon. an ent irely dilTerent form of 
gove rnm ent will be brouglH to all 
the peoples of the eart h. It will nol 
come by human reason. politics, o r 
force of a rms. 

It will come as a resu lt of di vine 
intervention in human afruirs de-

!<>c ribed in literallv ~l.'orcs of l3i ble 
prophecies under~tood and belicved 
in by th o tl ~an ds of our Bible-bcliev­
ing anccstors. hut mbundcrslOod or 
~l'o !l 'e d .at by most or our modern 
gent:raIJOll . . 

The "rather or our country." 
George Wa~hin!.!.1on. declared: 
"Thcr~ is a g reat .... Being who rules 
over the universe. '" Th e 111CSSiH!e of" 
thi s great Being is calil:d '"the g~spel 
of the kingd om of God·· (Mark 
1:14). Stnll~ge as it may :-.eelll to 
so me. it is a mcs:-.age concerning a 
literal worl d-ruling gOI'(' l"1/lI/ellf to be 
established over the nations or the 
earth by J e~lIs Chri~t al his return 
(Revelation II: 15). 

That governmcIll will be a {lIeac-­
rael' ~ a governmen t of iJnd bv 
God. But ll~like all human 2.oven{­
me nlS that have ever been devised. 
it will be directed in pe rfec t love. 
perfect ju.'->tice, pe rfect wi ..... dom and 
unJerstand ing. 

It wi ll be set lip a ..... a literal gov­
ernmCIll on this earth in 0111' gellera­
liol1. And this is as sure as the ri sing 
and !<>t.:tt ing oftol11orrow's sun. 

In the meantime, in this Bicenten­
nial yea r. wc should remember th e 
dct.:p respect and mvc accorded the 
eternal sovereign of all by those who 
did. in facl. found this natio n. 

Let us ackno\\ ledge the wisdom 
or Abraham Lincoln, who described 
God's guida nce of our first presi­
dent a nd sttued: "Withou t the aid of 
that Divine Being who ever aided 
him, who cOIllr"o ls'"'ll1ine and all des­
tinies. I t:annot sucl·ceu. \Vith that 
assbtance. I cannot fail." 

"Ve Americans should gratefully 
acknowledge God's overall 2uid­
ilncc in th~ destiny of our ru~tion. 
We ~ h o uld thank him fo r the un­
believably abundant blessings that 
have accrued 1O our people these 
pas t two hundred years. 

Then we should fervcnt ly ask thai 
God wou ld lead and bless lhis na­
ti on and each one of us in it in yea rs 
to come. This should be Ollr Bicen ­
tennial purpose and prayer. 0 
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Faith of the 
Founding Fathers 

by John R. Schroeder 

---------.------------
How many know that Thomas Jefferson compiled a book based 

on the four gospels? It is widely assumed by cynics today that most 
If not all of the founding fa thers did not really believe in 

God. This challenging article unearths many authentic, but little -known 
quotations relating to their religious beliefs_ 

- - ------ ._ -------- ------- - --- _._,,--------

T
he Bicentennial yea r has 

been marked by the re­
emergence of religion as a 
major issue in American 

politics. The "religiolls iss ue" is once 
aga in a viable pan 0(' election-year 
strategy. 

The 1960 eleclion of a Roman 
Ca lh olic 10 Ihe U.S. Presidency had 
apparen tly taken religion ou t of na­
tional politics. At leas t many ob­
se rvers thought so. However. events 
of the las t lI::w months have shown 
that the religious iss ue was not CO lll ­

ple tely dead. but only slumbering. 
II has been widely repo rted Il,al 

the front-running Democra tic can­
didate for Presid~ J1(. Jimmy Ca rter. 
is a man of very deep religi olls con ­
victions. He is a deacon and a Sun­
day-schoo l teacher in one of the 
largest and most respected Protes­
tant denominrtlions. He has not to­
tally omitteci his "commitmen t to 
Christ" from his campaign speec hes . 
Major American news magazi nes 
have printed articles repo rting o n 
M r. Carter's relatio nship with God. 

On ce again a man's religious be­
li efs may bt! one of the more impor­
tant factors in the pres ide n tial 
choice of the American electorate. 

Th e Oval Office - Responsible 
to God? 

The vital importance of religiolls 
ethics reappeared on the American 
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scene in the wake of Watergate. The 
religi ous co nvers ion of ol~e of the 
convicted felons was widely circu­
lated in newspaper and natio nal 
magazine articles . 

Atheists. agnostics and skeptics 
a like were shocked by Ihe ove nly 
religioll s Pre s idential pardon 
speech . In pardoning forme r Pres i­
dent Nixon. Mr. Ford said: "The 
Const itution is the supremc I;)w of 
our land and it governs our actions 
as cit izens . Only the laws of God, 
wh ich govern our consciences. are 
supe rior LO it. As we a rc a nfltioll 
under God. so I am swo rn to uph o ld 
ou r laws with the help or God [em­
phasis mine throughO ll t artil:lej." 

Howeve r. one write r for Th e 
/-I ulllallist (Nov.- Dec. 1975) look is­
sue with our head of state . "Fo rd 
taking cues frolll God rather than 
the American people is not onty an 
outrageous assau lt on a system of 
justice where we claim equity before 
the law. it is also an insult to o ur 
intelligence ancl our belief in alter­
na tive beli ef systems." 

No twithstanding the fur rowed 
brows of worried no nbelievers. the 
Ih eologica l be liefs of all our presi­
de nts have been colored by their 
re ligious backgrounds. Our fou nd­
ing fathers were no exception . The 
written testimony of the historical 
record canno t bc summarily cast 
aside as " religious double-talk." 

Decl aration of Independence 

On July 4. 1776. il was Ihe unani­
mOllS declaration of thirteen united 
SUit es that "v-"hen in the course of 
human even ts. it becomes neccs:-.ary 
for one people to dissolve Ihe pOliti­
cal bonds which have connected 
them with another. and to ass ume 
among the powers or the ea rth . the 
se parate and equal station to which 
th e Laws of Na ture and of Nat ure's 
God elllille Ihem .. _." All lirly-six 
membe rs of that congress appar­
ently bdicved that God entitled 
them to thcir se pa rate but equal 
sta tus with Great Britain. 

Continues the Declaration of in­
de pend ence: "We hold these truth s 
to be se lf-evident. that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed 
bv {heir Creator with ce rtain ill­
a~lieJ1 ablc rights .... " Thc fOLlnding 
falhers al leasl forl/lalll' believcd all 
mcn were created by God. 

The God-Consc ious ness 

Several years down the rO{ld came 
Ihe U.S. Conslitulion. Added to il 
were the first ten amendments called 
the '" Bill of Rights." Amendment 
one s tipula tes: "Congress shall make 
no law respecting un establishment 
01' religion '- or prohibilillg 'he li-ee 
exercise {hereof. ... ,. 

Decades latcr Abraham Lincoln 
decided to draw upon the wisdom or 

(Continued on page 23) 
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"To the corruptions of 
Christianity I am 

indeed opposed, but not 
to the genuine precepts 

of Jesus himself. 
I am a Christian , but I 

am a Christian only 
in the sense in which I 

believe Jesus wished 
anyone to be." 

18 

Thomas Jefferson 
The' thlrd President of the United States was a champion of religious freedom as 
was his successor, James Madison. Jefferson wrote the bill for religious freedom in 
Vi rginia. He was a philosophical " father-figure " of the Bill of Rights. 

Because of his disregard for denominationalism, Thomas Jefferson was 
frequent ly attacked as an unbeliever. He defended himself to the point of writing 
The Life and Morals of Jesus - his own compilation of the heart, root and core of 
the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

However, it must be said of Jefferson that he leaned heavily in the direction of 
Deism - apparently denying the biblical miracles. On the other side, it must also 
be said that he had an enormous interest in the Christian religion . 

To a good friend, "He wrote that his religious beliefs were the ' result of a life of 
inquiry and reflection, and are very different from the Anti -Christian system 
attributed to me by those who know nothing of my opinions. To Ihe corruptions of 
Christianity I am indeed opposed. but not to the genuine precepts of Jesus himself. 
I am a Christian, but I am a Christian only in the sense in which I believe Jesus 
wished anyone to be, sincerely attached to his doctrine in preference to all others; 
ascribing to him all human excellence, and believing that he never claimed any 
other ' " (In God We Trust, p. 117) 
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13enjanlin flranklin 
Franklin outlined his personal religious creed to Ezra Stiles in a letter written just 

before his death: "Here is my creed, I believe in one God , Creator of the Universe. 
That He governs it by His providence. That He ought to be worshipped. That the 

most acceptable service we render Him is dOing good to His other children ... . As 
to Jesus of Nazareth ... I think the system of morals and his religion, as he left 
them to us, the best the world ever saw or is likely to see; but I apprehend it has 

received various corrupt changes . . . " (In God We Trust, pp. 18-19). 
like his colleague George Washington , Ben Franklin saw God in a national 

setting. The followi ng excerpt from a speech to the Constitutional Convention on 
June 28, 1787, constitutes a perpetual warning to this great country: 

" . . . The longer I live the more convincing Proofs I see of this Truth . That God 
governs in the Affairs of Men! - And if a Sparrow cannot fall to the Ground without 

his Notice, is it probable that an Empire can rise without his Aid? - We have been 
assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings , that 'except the Lord build the House, they 

labour in vain that build it.' I firmly believe this; - and I also believe that without his 
concurring Aid we shall succeed in this political building no better than the 
Builders of Babel : we shall be divided by our little partial local interests, our 

Projects will be confounded and we ourselves shal l become a Reproach and a 
Byeword down to future ages." 
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"Without his concurring 
A ld . . . we shall be 
diVided by our little 
partial local interests, 
our Projects will be 
confounded and we 
ourselves shall become 
a Reproach and a . 
Byeword down to 
future ages." 
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" ... humbly offering our 
prayers and supplications 

to the great Lord and 
Ruler of nations and 

beseech him to pardon 
our national and other 

. " transgressions . . . . 

20 

George Washington 
The father of our country was a very private person when it came to his relig ious 
beliefs. Specific personal views are , therefore, diff icult to document. But ' 'Whatever 
the precise facts, it is most certainly untrue that Washington was an Atheist, as was 
charged during his Presidency and at various times since" (In God We Trust, p. 47). 

Most of his speeches and writings about Deity cast God in a national setting. 
Take for example the first Thanksgiving Day proclamation under the Constitution in 
New York City on October 3, 1789. 

He said : ' 'Whereas it is the duty of Nations to acknowledge the prOVidence of 
Almighty God, to obey hiS will , to be grateful for hiS benefits , and humbly to implore 
hiS protection and favor .. . And also that we may then unite in most humbly 
offering our prayers and supplicat ions to the great Lord and Ruler of nations and 
beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions, to enable us all, 
whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties 
properly and punctually. " 
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James Madison 
Our fourth president excelled in biblical courses as a graduate student at 

Princeton , especially In Hebrew language studies. He conti nued his theological 
stud ies throughout his life . 

In the field of relig ion, James Madison was first and foremost an advocate of 
freedom of wo rship. In helping draft the state constitu tion of Virg inia, Madison 

wrote the first rough manuscript of 'the article on religious freedom. It proved to be 
a philosoph ical fore runner fo ti,e first amendmen t to the Bill of Rights 

We quote It here: "That religion, or the duty which we owe to ou r Creator, and 
the manner of discharging it, can be directed onl y by reason and conv iction, not by 

force or violence: and therefore, that all men should enjoy the fullest to leration In 

the exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience, unpunished and 
unrestrained by the magistrate, un less under colour of religion , any man disturb 

the peace, the happiness, or safety of Society. And that it is the mutual duty of all 
to practice Ch ristian forebearance, love, and charity. towards each other" (The 

Journal of the Virginia Convention, 1776). 
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" . the duty which we 
owe to our Creator. . . 
can be directed only by 
reason and conviction, 
not by force or 

, I " VIOlence . . . ~. 
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'i'ls I understand the 
Christian religion, it was, ' 

and is, a revelation. 
But how has it happened 

that millions of fables, 
tales, legends, have been 

blended with both 
Jewish and Christian 

revelation that have made 
them the most 

bloody religion that 
ever existed?" 
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John Adams 
The second President of the United States was perhaps more of a Puritan and a 
fundamentalist than the others, though it is difficult to hang a hard' and fast label on 
him. He was " ... called a Puritan, Deist, Orthodox Christian [fundamentalist] , and 
Humanist in one lifetime ... " (In God We Trust, p. 75). 

Famous American historian Page Smith wrote: " John Adams was as determined 
to hold to the reality of a personal God and life beyond death as he was to eschew 
Calvinism 's insistence on predestination, infant damnation , election, and other 
tenets held in strictest observance by his Braintree [Massachusetts] forebears " 
(John Adams, vol. 1 , p. 29). 

President Adams knew that churchianity could not resist blending " paganism 
with the Bib le. " He wrote: " As I understand the Chri stian religion , it was, and is, a 
revelation . But how has it happened that millions of fables, tales, legends have 
been blended with both Jewish and Christian revelation tha1 have made them the 
most bloody religion that ever existed?" (In God We Trust, p. 75). 

Adams asked the churches of his day some very hard questions: " Where do we 
find a precept in the Gospel requiring Ecclesiastical Synods? Convocations? 
Councils? Decrees? Creeds? Confessions? Oaths? Subscriptions? and whole cart­
loads of other trumpery that we find religion encumbered with In these days?" (The 
Adams Papers, vol. 1, p. 8.) 
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Alienated as he was from church 
rituals, John Adams did believe In 
the existence of a personal God 
based on such things as " the 
amazing harmony ot ou r solar 
system" and " the stupendous plan 
of operation" Cop . cit., 1,27-30). 

Even the miracles ot Jesus did 
not bother him. His diary recorded : 
"The great and Almighty author of 
nature, who at first established 
those rules which regulate the 
world can as easily suspend those 
laws whenever HIs providence sees 
su fficient reason for such 
suspension. This can be no 
objection, then, to the miracles of 
Jesus Christ" Cop. cit., I, 11). 

Th is Puritan revolutionary also 
knew something ot God's purpose 
tor human life. He wrote in his diary: 
"Oh ', that I could wear out of my 
mind every mean and base 
affection , conquer my natural pride 
and sel f conceit . . . acquire the 
meekness and humility which are 
the sure mark and characters of a 
great and generous soul , and 
subdue every unworthy 
passion. ." Cop. cit., I, 8). He 
further observed in a letter to 
Richard Cranch: "He [God ] has 
given me the reason , to find out the 
truth and the real design of my 
existence here [on the earth] " (In 
God We Trust, p. 92) . 

John Adams' belief in a literal, 
personal God survived the attacks 
of Thomas Paine, Dupuis and 
Voltaire. In 1816 he wrote : " Dupuis 
has made no alteration in my 
opinion of the Christian relig ion, in 
its primitive purity and simplicity, 
which I have entertained for more 
than Sixty years. It is the religion of 
reason , equity and love; it is the 
rel igion of the head and of the 
heart. ." Cop. ci t., p. 104). 

Not many years before his death, 
Adams wrote to an old friend : " I am 
not tormented with the fear of 
death .... A kind Providence has 
preserved and supported me for 
eighty-five years and seven months, 
through many dangers and 
difficulties ... I am not afraid to 
trust its goodness to all 
eternity . .. " Cop. cit., p. 113). 

Adams died at 90 on the same 
day Thomas Jefferson did, the 
fiftieth anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence. 
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Founding Fathers 
rCUllI il1l1ed /i'olll page 17) 

tht;! nation's founding document. In 
hi s ramuli!', Gettysburg address. 
President Lin col n stated: "Four­
sco re and se\cn v~ar.'> ago our 
fathe rs brought forl'h on thi~ conti­
nent. a nc\\':' nation. conceived in 
liberty. a nd dedicated to the propo­
si tion th a t a ll men arc crea ted 
equal .... that this //CIliOI1, IInder 

Cod. .'> hall ha ve a new birth of free­
dom .. .. " It was Lin co ln who 
add ed the previously "officia lly un­
\vrittcn" concep t th at we are a na­
lion under God. 

So Pres ident Ford. III exerCIS IIH! 

his religiolls freedom gua ranteed 
under the first amendment to the 
Constill1tion. extrapolated part of 
hi s now f~I IllOUS presidential pardon 
mt:ssage from some very rich and 
deeply rooted historica l precedents. 
He did not invt'llt the God con­
~c i o u s nc~s that has been with our 
nation si nce its inception. 

Even Sir Winston Churchill comid­
t:red the opt:ning se ntences of the 
Dt:claration of Independence to be 
both "familiar and immortal." He 
further considered th t: American 
Constitu tion as "a reaffirmation of 
faith in the principles painrully 
evolved over tht: ct:nturie~ by the 
Engli s h-~pea kin g peoples:' Sir \V in­
~ ton commented that th e Const itu­
tion "en shri ned long-standing 
English ideas of justice and liberty. " 

These fundamental historic docu­
ments revealed so methin g or the re­
ligious beliefs of their formulators. 
"Ri ghts were 'God-given' ; man was 
'cndowed by his Creator'; there 
we re 'natural laws' and 'n<ltur<ll 
righ ts' : freedom was related to the 
's;credn ess' or man " (Norman 
Co usins. III God We Tmsl, p. 10). 

I t is certainly true that 1/01 every­
ant: of our rounding fathe rs 
professed a formal raith~ However. 
111 0::. t of them "maintained respect 
for the Bible as the source or the 
ludae o· Ch ri stian religioll s be­
lid' .. :' and they "Illost certa inly 
did not turn against God or lose 
their respect fo .... r religious belief's" 
!ibid., PI'. 8-9). 

It is <lxiomatic that we owe these 
men a great debt for th e vast reli ­
gious freedoms we now possess in 

the Unit ed States . Each one contrib­
uted to our freedoms ~o l11cthing' a 
little dilrerent from the other. 

What It All Means 

The (oundin£. fathers co uld not 
guarantee ~ piritual happincss to any 
individual - on ~r the pursuit of it. 
Th ey co uld not guarantee anyone 
an ad venturous, abundant and Cull 
lil'e. Wh a t they could do was 10 cre­
ate a climate for th e ji /rther devel· 
op'llelll of lhe hl/Illall potemial. And 
this they did! 

" ... The launders had a deep re­
spect l'or the spiritual urge in man. 
They believed that religio Lis experi­
ence wa~ an intensely personal one. 
and th ey were historica lly mindful 
or Ihe ease lI'ilh whicll religions 
tellded /0 be arrayed againsf each 
OllieI'. orten at the expense or rel i­
gion itse lr. Therefore, ir man's natu­
ral ri ght 1O his religi ous beliels was 
to be upheld. he had 10 be protected 
nOt on ly against the authoritarian 
antireligious state but aga inst reli­
gious monopoly. 

"For confirmation. the rounders 
had o nly 10 consul t history. Many 
denominations, in a clear position of 
authority. were unable to resist the 
tempu.llion of moving toward a mo­
nopoly. Hence the need 10 guaranlee 
(he religious ji'eedo/JI of al/ as (lie 
best 11 '(1.1' of serving Ih e spiriw(l l needs 
oflhe illdil'idl/(//"(op. CiL Pl'. 9-10). 

So the founding fathers se para ted 
Church n'olll State. In a theocracy 
directly ruled by the Creator God. 
church and state would gO hand-i n­
hand . But in a secular ~vorld orten 
hos tile to God. separation is an ab­
so lute n eces~i ty. Jesus Christ enun­
ciated this principle in th e gospels. 
"Render thererore unto Caesar the 
things which are Caesar's : and unto 
God th e things that are God's" 
(MatL 22 :21). 

Our national and personal debt to 
the founding fathers is a heavy one! 
Tile Plaill Trtlth family (its edilOrs 
and reader~ alike) owes a great deal 
to the founding principles of this 
free nation. ~/ ithout rreedom of re-
1i2ion The Plain Truth wou ld be in 
je';,pardy o r publicatio n. Gelling 
God's Announcement 1O th e nat ions 
would be difficult ind eed. 

But th anks be to our Creator for 
his creation of America. "G od mend 
thine eve ry flaw." 0 
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ARE WE NEGLECTING 
OUR NATION'S YOUTH? 
Parents are increasingly neglecting their most important 
responsibility, often with tragic results. 

by Donald D. Schroeder 

N
ever have our young people 

had morc leisure time. better 
food, better education . or 

more material goods . Yet youthful 
violence. aggression. and hostility is 
more pronounced than in an y 
period of moderil history. Forty per­
cent of United States crimes of vio­
lence and two third s of crimes 
against property (80% ol'vandal ism) 
are cOl11miltcd by those under 
lwelll)'-one. 

And the U.S. IS by no means 
alone in this phenomenon. Youth 
crime and violence arc epidemic in 
almost all " advanced" countries. 

"We arc experiencin g a break­
down in the process or making 
human beings human." stresses 
Cornell psycho logis t and Caree r 
child walcher Uric Bronfenbrenner. 

It would be grossly misleading to 
implicate that all modern youth are 
turning Ollt "bad ." Therc ,HC inn u­
merable notable exceptions \vith 
which we are "II familiar. Still. ou r 
ch ildren and young adu lts - tomor­
row's most valuable and imporlant 
resource - are tempted to respond 
to alluring but warped social force s 
that have a lready pushed untOld 
numbers into heartac he. di s­
illusionment. and ruined li ves. 

Parents on the Run 

Many forces have caused this crisis, 
but without a doubt the biggest 
single factor is that youth and par­
ents increasingly a re going their se p­
,uate ways. 

Having lost their spiritual and 
moral roots. many parents are run­
ning, many literally. from one of the 
most jmporlant responsibilities in 
life: that of preparing the future 
genera tion under their charge LO be­
come intelligent, self-d isciplined. re­
s pon s ib le, productive, dec en t 
human beings. 

"An increasing number of paren ts 
have resigned their responsibility 
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for the chana.:ter of their child." says 
Dr. Amitai Elzioni. professor of so­
ciology at Columb ia Uni versity. 
" I t' s as elementary as thal.· ' 

Caught up in a whirl wind of 
work. social. or entertainment at:tiv­
it ies. many parents have little lime. 
desire. or energy to show affection 
or to give positive training a nd di~­

cipline to their offspring. Yet these 
are the basic essentials of "making 
human beings hum an ." 

Finding their childr<::11 irritating. 
ungrateful. unrewa rding. or "i n the 
way:' many paren ts have come to 
resent thei r child ren . 

Backed up by stacks of'social sta­
tistics frolll government agencies. 
Bronfenb renner points 1O an alarm­
ing but irrefutable f~lct: Upside­
down homes .and family fracture, 
\yhile more se rious in poor and non­
white gro ups. cut right across all in­
come. ra ce. and educalion 
ca tegories. 

To compo.und the problem. more 
modern women are beginni ng to 
desert their home and nll11ily . In 
some places. wives actually out­
number husbands as runaways. 

Working Mothers 

Anot her well-eslab li shed trend -
the desire of mothers LO pursue a 
ca ree r outside the home - hasn ' t 
improved overall parent-child rela­
tionships or cha racter training. 

One third of American mothers of 
preschoo l children are in the labor 
lorce. More than half of ollr school­
age chi ldren now have tnOlhers who 
work olltsid.e the home. mostly full 
time. While this is not to say it is 
always harmful for mothers to work 
outside the home (much depend s on 
the family circumstance. age of chi 1-
dren. and quality or training). this 
situation has produced a growing 
nllmber of neglected children who 
b~1fely see or know their parents. or 
vice versa. 

Worst Fruit from Child-rearing 
Extremes 

While broken homes often engender 
a great deal of youthful problems. 
much dehuma nizing is done in in­
tact homes where child-rearing ex­
tremes or inconSistency is the rule. 

Untold numbers of homes arc nOt 
homes. but battlegrounds where 
children a nd parents endlessly 
"fight it out." with many parents 
in timidated a nd cowering before 
their child's eve ry selfish whim. 

In too many homes at the other 
extreme. harsh. oppressive. whimsi­
cal. or capricious parental disci pline 
leaves a variety of deep scars on its 
youthl'ul victims. The toll or cmtJ­
lionally and physically bauered and 
abused children mounts up into the 
h LI ndrcds of thous~lI1ds every yea r. 

[n between are a large group or 
parenlal oscillators: th ey swing back 
and forth between being too stric t 
and too lenient. Unhappy with the 
resu lts of their inconsistency. many 
just give up and take the path of 
least resistance . 

Parenting - A Dying Art 

Parental influence is rapidly dimin­
ishing to a very low point. Many 
parents seem to be blindly apathe tic 
or demoralized while a growing list 
0(' e rsatz "parents " indoctrinate 
their chi ldren with questionable val ­
ues and attitudes. 

For many younger child ren. tele­
vision - with its viole nce and in­
anity - is frequently used as a 
flickering electronic parent. TV now 

'occupies more waking hours of mi[­
lions of young chi ldren than allY 
o ther single iniluence - including 
both parents and schools. 

Peer groups. schools, preschoo ls, 
and va ri ous child-care ce nt ers have 
a lso taken over the role that too 
many pareills seem reluctant to per­
form. While none of' these a re neces­
sa rily wrong. and in some regards 
may be quile beneficial, none I'ulfill 
the major responSibi lity of p re­
paring youth fo r malU r~. respon­
sible adulthood . 

Even after six yea rs of formal 
schooling. though. an ave rage child 
has spen l only .seven perceill of his 
or he r life in school. Ninety-th ree 
pe rtent or the child's life has bee n 
influenced by the moraL ethical. 
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and soc ial va lues 0 1" the home. 
neighborhood . !"riends. community. 
or c7i1urch. 

So without tht: ac ti ve participa­
tion of parcnts or guardians \\'ho 
\· .. duc and exhibit some measure of 
the qllalitie~ of respect cooperation. 
iJnu co nce rn for oth ers, there b 
almnst no pos~ibilily that the next 
~e ncrati o n ca n learn thenl. 
'- "\Vhat i:-, needcd," !:lays BronCenbrcn­
ner. "is a change in our ways of livinQ. 
that will once ,~gain bring adults bad, 
into the lives orchildren ~lnd child ren 
back inlO the lives of adults." 

Parents in Need of Help 

Responsible parents dare not de­
pend on hope and luck to fa shion 
the critical attitudes they value in 
th eir ch ildren. \Ve cannot really ex­
pect desirable behavior in our chi l­
dren if we ha ve n't do ne o ur 
homework ea rly in their lives. To a 
large deg ree. we rea p what we. sow. 

Thc;:re b a critical period during 
the lirst four or five yea rs when a 
child can 111 0.<:.t readi ly get a so lid 
I'oundation of proper atti tudes and 
values. We Jllll ~ t not fail the genera­
ti on which is still res poll~ive to 
sO ll nd valuc;$ <I nd principles of good 
charactc;r. 

Too frequ ently yo ung, immalu re 
or unpn:parc;d !l1L'n and women lind 
thcmse lve~ ~addlcd with the respon­
Sibil ity o r an impressionable, help­
le ~s infalll abou t wh ich they know 
almo~t nothing, 

How many parent!:l ha ve received 
one iota of fo rmal tra inin2 in the 
vt' ry critical area or child '-'rea ring? 
Society (kmands that those who 
raise chickens a nd pigs have more 
trainin~ lh an tho~e \\'ho rea r chil ­
dren. What a tragt.:dy and trave s ly ~ 

Many parents do not understand 
the emotional or inlt.:itcctual need s 
of their child ren . Many parents are 
unwittin gly reinfo rcing in their chil­
dren the very habits th!.!y want to 
t.:liminHtc. largely from an improper 
approach o r wrong emotional com­
muni cati ons \\ ilh lh ei r children. 

No parent is perfect. And a ch Ud 
i, not lI , ually destroyed by a Ie" 
m i~takes, Every parent ca n improve 
on the parenting art: ye t it \\'ill lake 
clfort to ge l the proper balance of 
kn ow lcd ge. methods, and at L itude~. 

What .... is a good parent? Every 
parent nCl:ds tu know right moral 
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WAYWARD TEEN-AGERS' 
ADVICE TO PARENTS 
Several )cars ago. a minister. C. 
Ga lea. \\'as ass igned to th e Guelph 
Correctional Centre for summer 
work. During hi ~ tim e there he de­
veloped an excellent nIppon with 
the yo un g lawbreakers there. Arter 
becoming acquainted with them, 
he asked the boys to de lve into 
their backgrounds for clues as to 
wh y they had ended up in that in ­
stitution for delinquents. He asked 
them to dnl\v up a "code for par­
ents." using as a basis specific 
areas ",."here thei r own parents had 
fai led. He re is what they advised: 

I. Keep cool. Don' t lose your 
temper in the crunch. Keep the lid 
on when things go wrong. Kids 
need the reassurance thal comes 
from controlled respon ses. 

2. Don't get st rung out from too 
much booze <?r too many pills. 
When we see our parents reaChing 
for those crutches. we gel the idea 
that nobody goes out there alone. 
that it's perfectly okay to go for a 
bottle or a capsule when things get 
heavy. Rcmember. your children 
arc grea t imitators, And we lose re­
spect for parents who tell us to be­
ha ve one way ' whilc they are 
behaving another way. 

3. Bug us a little. Be ' trict and 
consis tent in diShing out discipline. 
Sho\\' us who's boss. It gives us a 
feeling or secu rity to know we've 
got ~ome strong supports under us. 

4. Don't blow your class. Keep 
the dignity of paren thood. Stay on 
thut pedestal. Your children have 
put you there because they need 
someone to look lip to. Don' t try to 

values, how to ~l!I limi ts, how to en­
courage intdlcctual and emoti onal 
grow th . as wdl as how to discip lin e 
within a rral1l~work of love. It's a 
mi2h ly big 1~l s k. 

The help ful principles 011 th e fol­
lowing page~. while not total an­
swe rs to ~vcry child- rea r ing 
problem, arc ~olid . COI1lmO J1-sc n ~e 
meth ods to use in trai nin g your chil­
dren to b!.!colll!.! respon!lible and use­
full1lcmbc rsor soci t:ty. 0 

dress, dunce, o r tan. like your kids. 
You emb"Hrass us and you look ri­
diculous. 

5. Light a candle. Show LIS the 
way. Tell us God i, not dead, 
sleeping. Or on vacation. We need 
to believe in something bigger and 
stronger than oursdves. 

6. If you catch us ly ing. ~tealing, 
or being cruel, get tough. Let us 
know WHY what we did was 
wrong. Impress on us the impor­
tance of not repeating such behav­
ior. \Vhen we need punishment. 
d ish it out. But let us know you 
still love us. even though we have 
let you down. It'll make us lhink 
twice before we make the same 
move again. 

7. Call our blutf. Make it clear 
tha t you mean what you say, Don't 
be wiShy-washy. Don ' t COI11-

promise. And don't be intimidated 
by our threats to drop out or 
school or leave home. Stand firm, 
If you collapse. we will know we 
beat YOLI down, and we will nOt be . 
happy about the "victory." Kids 
don"t want everYlhing they ask for. 

8. Be honest with us. Tell the 
truth no malleI' what. And be 
straight-arrow about it Lukewa rm 
an~wcrs make us uneasy. We can 
smell uncertainty a mile away. 
This means being gene rous with 
praise. I f yo u give us kids a few 
compliments once in a while. we 
will be able to accept criticism 
more readily. We want YOll to. tell 
it like it is. 

- Ann Landers, 
Field Newspaper Syndicale 
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CHILD 
REARING 

BASICS 
by Brian Knowles 

For so many unfortuna te children. 
life is a n endless se ries of "don'ts." 
"nos." "can'IS." "SlOp!" "don't do 
that ," "be quiet." "maybe." "si t 
still." ·'no. you can't ,go there," etc. 
It's all completely negative. 

Mere ly see king to control a 
child's activities. noise level. and al­
titudes is a shon-sighted approach 
to child rearing. Enlightened par­
ents operate on the basis of long­
range goals. They seek to produce 
an end product. 

We are all the end result of Ollf 

parents' child-rearing melilOd s (or 
lack of them). Ollr environments, 
etc. In fact. Illuch of modern psy­
cho logy is based upon the principle 
o f tracing adult problems back to 
their childhood origins. 

The Bible tells us: "Train up a 
child in the way he should go. and 
when he is old he will not depart 
from it" (Prov. 22:6, RSV). It is a n 
accepted axiom that the fi rst six 
years of any child's life are the Illos t 
il11 pressiona ble. 

Those of us who are "grown up" 
carry at least some scars from our 
childhood yea rs. Habits were 
started, attitudes were formed. and 
patterns \'vere set. 

The rearing of children is one of 
the greatest respon si bilities any 
human being can ever have . Those 
of LI S who are parents are presiding 
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over the formation of the next gen­
t.!ration of mankind. That generation 
will be an outgrowth - a product -
or this generation. 

Will that gene ration be or lesser 
quality'! Will it be 01' infcrior stat­
ure" Or will it be responsible for 
creating a better age - an age of 
accomplishment and human eman­
cipation? Believe it or not. the way 
you rear your children will have an 
important bearing on the answer. 

M llch can be sa id about proper 
child-rearing techniques. This ar­
ticle:. however. will not attempt to 
"cover the waterfront" on the sub­
ject. but will discuss four vital keys 
for successful child rearing. (Further 
complementary informa tion on this 
subject is contained in our free 
booklet The Plain Truth About Child 
Rearing.) 

l SHOW LOVE AND AFFECTION 

Children thrive in an atmosphere 
of lovc and alfection. They shrivel 
up in an atmosphere of anger and 
tension. Loving parcnts produce 
loving child ren! A father who is an 
overbearing tyrant cannot expect af­
fectionate sons and daughters. Paul 
cautioned: "Fathers, do not provoke 
y,our children. Icst they become dis­
couraged" (Col. 3:21, RSV). 

Sooner or later a victimized chi ld 
will lurn bitter and resentful. Paul 
tOld parents how to avoid this when 
he warned fathers to bring their 
children up in the "d iSCi pline and 
instruction or the Lord" (Eph. 6:4. 
RSV). 

Pa rents need to real ize that there 
is a right time to disci pl ine their 
child and a right time fo r righteous 
parental anger. But such occasions 
should be the exception rather than 
the rule! Parents should never allow 
themselves to go on a yelling. storm­
ing rampage. Such wild, UIlCOO­

tro lied pa ren ta I emotionalism wi II 
only produce a negative result, and 
it certainly doesn't cause a child to 
'grow in respect for his parents. 

So remem ber. a constant demon-

st ralion of parental love for chi ldren 
is undoubtedly one or the greatest 
keys to successful. productive child 
rearing. 

2 SET THE RIGHT EXAMPLE 

Right parental example is cer­
tainly a critical 1:1.CIOr in right chi ld 
rearing. · We've a.1l heard the ex· 
pression. "Monkey see, monkey 
do." It's also true of childrcn. Chil­
dren are oftcn carbon copies of their 
parents. Bad-tempered , irritable 
parents produce bad-tcmpered, irri­
table childrcn. Sullen , sulky parents 
orten produce children of a simi la r 
d ispos ition. Adulterous paren ts can 
expect to havc promiscuous chil­
dren. Parents who feel the world 
owes them a living generally pro­
duce lazy. ungrateful children. 

Parents who are racists wi ll pro­
ducc children who use racist terms. 
By the time their children arc old 
enough to comprehend the real im­
pact or these derogatory slang 
terms, the die is cas t and their atti­
tudes are firmly se l. 

Children and teen-agers who 
smoke pot or take drugs will often -
as an ex lise for their habit - point 
to their parents' addiction to alco­
hol. tobacco. or prescription drugs. 

Nothing renders a parent's efforts 
in child rearing more ineffective 
than si mple parental hypocrisy. 
Children cannot be expected to 
adopt standards to which their par­
ents are unwilling to adhere. 

Speaking to the Jewish element in 
the congregation at Rome , the 
apostle Paul wrote : " ... I f you arc 
sure lhat you arc a guide to the 
blind. a light to those who are in 
darkness, a correClor of the foolish, 
a feacher of children . .. you then 
who teach olhers. will you not teach 
yoursclf' While you preach against 
stealing, do you steal? You who say 
thal one must not commit adultery, 
do you commit adu ltery"" (Rom. 
2: 19-22. RSV.) This admonition can 
be applied generally to parents of 
children as well as to anyone. 
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3 TAKE TIME TO TEACH 
YOUR CHILDREN 

The mind of a child i, pliable anu 
imprc~sionablc. It is receptive to al­
most any input from any source . 

It is Illost important that you. as 
parcills. provide your chi ldren with 
a sui tab le learning environment. 
Give th em experiences which tcach. 
because the unknown is Ll SUJ lly best 
explained by the known. Exploit 
you r child's own frame or reference. 
and build on the knowledge he al­
re a d y possesses. 

Often the most cffc.:ctive parental 
lcaching is informal. Capitalize 011 
situations that arise. Take advan­
tage of th e questions that emerge as 
a natural result of you r child's in­
nate curiosity. 

This type of spontaneous. infor­
mal. give-and-lake teaching sess ion 
is onen much more effective with 
children thun the formal, stilled 
"Iecture session."' Children just nat­
urally lend to rese nt being "Iec­
tured." They will often close their 
mind s to parental input in such ses­
sions and daydream about more 
pleasant things. (This does not 
mean that there IS not an appro­
priate time for a formal lesson of 
instruction in which the child is 
obliged to pay attention. But this is 
not the Illo!>t ctfective. nor should it 
be the mo:-,( common, method of in­
struction.) 

In addi tion to capita lizi ng on you r 
ch ild 's natural curiosity and need 
for explana tions, it is a lso important 
to enco urage yo ur child to Ihillk (or 
himself Wake up his mind. Stimu­
late his developi ng thought pro­
cesse!). 

"The actual work of the leacher 
consists of the awukening and se t­
ting In action o/" the mind of the 
pupil. the arousing of his se lf-acti vi­
ties .... All expla nati on and exposi­
tion are lise less except as they serve 
10 excite and direct the pupil in his 
own thinking. If the pupil himself 
does not think. there are no results 
of the teaching: the word s of the 
teacher /i.e .. th e parentJ arc falling 
upon deaf ears .... Make your pupil 
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a discovtrer of truth - make him 
And out for himself' (John MilLOn 
Gregory. Seven Laws of Teaching, 
Pl' . 84. 85). 

K nowlcdge should not be "shov­
eled" into a child's mind by parental 
··pfc.!ssure tactics." The acquisition 
of knowledge should be one of the 
paramount experiences or any 
child'::; life. It should be an ongoing, 
thrilling, exhilarat ing process . 

Each parent should strive to give 
hi s chi ldren a sense or discovery. 
Guide. nudge. and direc t their 
thought processes in the right direc­
tion - but let them draw their own 
conclusions. 

4 DISCIPLINE YOUR 
CHILDREN 

Discip line is a means or curbing 
undesira ble behavior. It is a form of 
punishment - lIel'er rel'eJlge! It is 
Inerely a method of effecting a 
"course correction" in a child's de­
velopment. 

" Most parents see the whole 
problem of discipline in child rear­
ing as a question of being either 
strict or lenient. laugh or ~oft . au­
thoritarian or permissive. Because 
they are locked into this either-or 
approach to discipline. they see 
their relationshi p wi th their children 
as a power struggle. a co ntest of 
wills. a fight to sec who wins - a 
war" (Dr. Thomas Gordon. Parelll 
£jfeClil'eness Trailling. p. 151 ). 

Parents ~hould not be at war with 
their children. This whole approach 
is a simple- minded approach to a 
complex and profound human rela­
tionship. 

Parental disci pline IS most often 
associated with spanking (corporal 
punishment). And the Bible does 
teach the principle of "spare the rod 
and spoil the c hild" (see Provo 
13 :24). God himself co rrects and 
chastens every son he loves (H e b. 
12:6). We are told by Solomon that 
the foolishness of a child will be 
driven fro m hIm by the rod of cor­
rection (s tick or switch ) (Prov. 
22: 15). 

But ~ panking should be a last re­
so rt. PhYSIcal punishment shou ld 
not be the mllill (calllre of a child­
rearing program. Yet. many parents 
ha ve emphasized th b form of dis­
cipline at the expense of the first 
three listed essential keys. To some 
unfortuna te children, corporal pun­
bh ment has become a \'lay of life. 

A~~l1redly. there are times when a 
parent's witl must prevail over that 
of his child. But there are more in­
telligent ways to bring this about 
th an si mply beating a child into 
submission. 

Disci pline can take many forms. 
Spanking is merely onc of them. 
One of the mos t effective forms of 
punishment. especially for older 
children. is the withho lding of privi­
leges. Bann ing th e use of the televi­
sio n for a certain period, ror 
example, or withdrawing permission 
to play with a friend , to go to a 
movie. to use the ramily a utomobile. 
to go to a dance, etc., can be effective .. 

Dr. Dobson. author of Dare to 
DiSCip line. has this to say about the 
disciplining or teen-age children: 
" ... Teen-agel's despera tely want to . 
be thought of as adults. and they 
deeply resent being treatcd like ehil­
dren. Spunkll1g is the ultimate in­
~11 1t. Punishme nt for adolescents 
should invol\'c lost privilegc.!s, finan­
cial d~privation. and related forms 
of nonphysical rctribution" (p. 61). 

Often, making a child of any age 
re alize tile co nsequences of his 
wrong action or attitude i~ a very 
effective rorm or puniShment in it­
se lf. 

Children must be made 10 rcalize 
that wrong actions hurt other 
people. Undesirable conduct is such 
because it hurts eve ryo ne involved 
- including those who perpetrate it. 

Poor child rearing produces mal­
adjusted. unfulfilled. inferior chil­
dren. Proper child rearin g bears the 
good fruit of bright. responsive, 
well-adjusted. happy children. 

II" you build you r ehild-rearing 
tech niques upon the prinCiples of 
love and open afrection. ri gh l paren­
wi example. intelligent. balaneed 
leaching, and effecti ve discipline, 
you will sllcceed 111 rearing success­
ful. happy. responsible children. 0 
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WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 

T
h~re's a little of the drea mer in 

a ll of LI S. Oth e rwi se . yo u 
wouldn't se e so many d is­

c0!ltcnted. struggling. mediocre lives 
around YO LI - ri~cs dedicated to th e 
" nol quiles" of living - sea rchin g. 
rcaching out. hoping. planning, anJ 
usually fa il ing. 

What is a "not quite"? 
Wel l. it's one of' th e doze ns of 

co mpromi ses yo u have learned to 
li ve with. It's anot her or those ex­
cuses YO Ll offeree! yo urself for small 
disappointments and failures. I t's 
another dashed hope. broken prom­
ise. missed appoi ntment. unread 
novel. cance lled trip. or broken 
date. 

It's th e whole series of little justi ­
ficati ons YOLI have offe red yourse l f 
for bei ng what YO LI are, where yo u 
are: doin g - and still bei ng some­
how dissatisfi ed wit h it a ll - just as 
yo u are. right now. 

\Vha t abo ut it'? 
Is your life a real success? Are yo u 

really happy? Is you r job exciting. 
in sp iring. cha llengi ng and reward­
ing? Is yo ur marriage or your social 
life a constan t delight - enjoyable 
and fulfilling? Are you ou t of debt 
and in solid financial shape? 

Some Day . 

Thi s is no "pull-yourse lf-up-by­
you r- aw n-b oots traps" art icle on 
':se lf-help" or some kind of persona l 
betterment philosophy. I'll oft'er no 
shortcuts to some swift windfall or 
success . But iL" s about time we rea lly 
saw the "waiting posture" in most of 
us - saw it in true perspective -
and identified it as th e culprit that 
brings us no end of priva te pain! 

From yo ur ea rliest recollections 
of fru stration s YO ll began waiting. 

Remember how it was th e day the 
little redh eaded bully knocked yo u 
down in an argument over the 
marble game? You shook yo ur 
skinny littl e fi st and sa id "You just 
wait - you big bul ly - I'll get 
eve n! . . . you j ust wait !" 

Or. yo u probably said, "O ne of 
the se days - j ust one of these 
days ! .. " 
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by Garner Ted Armstrong 

Most people seem to spend 
life in a " waiting posture, " 
Constantly planning, hoping, 
" waiting it out, " they look for 
new experiences, travel, fi­
nancial windfalls , and new 
breakthroughs in their mar­
riages, It's time you made h is­
tory, instead of waiting for it to 
pass you by, 

But yo u never did. Somehow. the 
gra nd d rea m or your favorite little 
gir l watching you tLirn the neighbor­
hood bully into a quavering Illa ss (I f 
tears JUSt never mate rialized . Oh. 
yo u hoped it would. You may even 
have dreamed about it. You co uld 
have boasted of it to friends or 
looked a t llluscle-build in g courses in 
magazines. BUl thi ::; p~ssed with 
ot her youthful hopes and d rea ms. 

Does this sound rar-fetched? I 
doubt it. Whether yo ur ex perience 
wa s exactly this. or just so mething 
similar. so many of us have had 
such frustrat ions. missed opportu­
nities. sha uered hopes. 

And it wasn't only the boyish or 
girlish hopes th at were shattered . 
but the very most important ones: 
hopes o f marri age. home and ram­
ily, hopes of succcss, challenge. dis­
covery, new thritls and experiences. 

Let's fa ce it. Milli ons - no, more 
than that - or people must live 
daily \-vith their '"' not quiles" of li fe. 

Conditioned to Failure 

It doesn't tak e many yea rs for most 
of us to und erstand th e hypocrisy in 
th e \vorJd arou nd LIS. As early teen­
agers. we begin see ing the double­
standard world . Our parents may 
say one thin g. and do another. Th e 
news pape rs are loaded with sca n­
dals. "inside stories:' infamous tri ­
a ls. Ho ll ywood divorces. a nd a 
potpourri o f sundry imm oral trivia 
which soon convi nce us the idea lis­
tic drea ms of ea rly youth were really 
worthless, after all. 

Probab ly. we begin wo nderin g at 
quil e an early age what we would 

be. \Ve wanted to be somebody -
so mebody. well ... diO'erent. Eve ry­
body has had the sa me experience. 
Ev ery body has thought. at one lim e 
or another. " But why docs it always 
have to be me?" This is mostly van­
ity. of Co urse. but it h a pp~ns. never­
theless . 

From childh ood. eac h person 
wanl~d to be so mething - someone! 
A fireman? Most boys have thought 
of it. A pilot? An astronau t? Proba ­
bly ::;0. Or a chemist. an aeronautical 
engineer? Or perhaps a captain of a 
ship. or a cowboy. or a corporation 
executive. an in ve ntor. Or 1 ~1l1l 0 U S 

po litician. 
But practically nobody planned to 

be what mos t people arc. 
How Illany boys longed to be 

truck drivers. plumbers. carpenters. 
labo rers. machinists. elevator oper­
ators (there still are a rcw ). con­
cess ion opt.: rators. Or doo r-to-door 
sa lesmen or at leas t two hundred 
different a rticles? 

And how Illany gi rl s really 
d reamed of marrying just the man 
they ' re married to - with the job he 
has. thl: home th ey li ve in. th e ca r 
they dri ve. th e children they have. 
th e debts th ey're in, and th e future 
th ey sha re? 

But most people aren't terribly 
unhappy in such circumstances. 

T hey're just "mi ld ly" unhappy. 
But unh appy at a ll isn' t happy. 

·And th e unhappi ness comes from 
the frustration of a whole seri es of 
smatt fail ures. These are th e "not 
quiles" in life . 

Most peop le d idn't have "q uite 
enough" money to pay lh e bill s. 
They "a lmost" got that raise. tha t 
trip. that vacation. that new TV se t. 
or that new automobile. 

Our Little Justifications 

And even our accidents. failures. 
and Hnanci a l mistakes are justiHed. 
When someone has had a minor 
traffic mishap, he'll usually specu­
late. for useless hours. on the " If I 
had just ... " id ea. That mea ns he'll 
wonder why he didn't lake just a 
lill ie longer to fumble for his ca r 
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keys or not hurry quirc so fast III 
make that gr~en light or ~top at the 
store likc hc'Ll intcndeci - a whole 
hO~1 or iUI!<lS about CVl.:I1ts which 
cou ld have placed him in the fateful 
il1tcrs~ct i ()n e ither ahead or. or 
~arel)' behinu. that other C<.lr. 

\Ve all :,pccula te about what we 
c~dl "fate:' And SOO Il . ill our man). 
many littk j~lilures . our frustration.s 
and "not quite:-." we ju:,t re:-,ign our­
se lves to ou r "fate:' 

Most people are fairly philoso phi­
cal about failure . They shrug their 
shou ld ers in varying degrees of ac­
ceptance. Somc are even secmingly 
content wit h it. These Hrc the natu­
ral e nem ie!'! and scoffers of the rich. 
T o such a person. anyone: with 
"money" just "got th e breaks:' but 
nevcr. never earned it. 

I-Ie '[[ usua[[y be quite an author­
it y on succcss eve n th o ugh he 
uoe~ n 't ha\'e mllch of it. In f~lCt. it is 
a nevcr-endin2. source of amaze­
ment that the lowcr the amoun t or 
SllCCC:'S. the more authoritative. all­
knowing. perceptive. and wise th e 
person will appear LO be. 

or cou rse. many cou ld say some­
one has to be the common laborers 
of the world - and, or course. many 
will a~n:e. And nothing is wrong 
\I,: ith ~\· ork. no r with ..... cHrpentry~ 
plumbin g. electrical engineering. or 
truck driving. They certainly can be 
vel:I'/u/filliflg OCCUpOI iOlls.I 

But unless a man is challenged by 
stich job~ and finds tht:m exci ting. 
stimulating. and rewardin g. then 
he's only "mark in g time" in another 
of those "not quites." 

Too many people have had to 
"get a job" instead or developing 
their God-given talents into an oc­
cupation! .... 

But we e.row conditioned to fai l­
ure. Even Tn the world at la rge. we 
see f~lilurc. \Ve'rc to ld. sagely. that 
we must grow accustomed to li ving 
~omewhere in the awfu l and un­
thin kable area between a war which 
Il1lbt never be fought and a peace 
which can never be WOI1. We're so 
sca red of the bomb. we simply ig­
nore it So me have accepted the 
story that the bomb is a good thing. 
and thai its awesome killing power 
- fifty lim es more than necessary 
for annihilating all mankind - is 
what is prevent~1g \var. 

Even in world news and world 
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condit ions. 111 0~ t of us a re conJi­
tioned to failure . 

Ane! it happens in ali I' statt: eJec~ 
lions. our loca l counties. ano our 
sl" hool board s. It soon begi ns hap­
pening with uur children and in our 
clo:-,cst companions. 

The Age of Noninvolvement 

But. we reason. th ere's nothing we 
can do about it all. Each of us has 
decided we're only one pcr=>on. a nd 
therefore so infinitely helpless, 

\Ve know many of the wrongs 
arollnu LIS. After alL we li ve with 
them daily. We see the tensio n in 
the Mideast and the political brib­
ery and chicanery in the United 
Slalt.!S. Daily. we read in our papers 
of the huge problems of the world's 
gove rnm ents. 

Probably. we have a certain att i­
tude toward each one of them: an 
opinion. But ht.!re it stops. \Vc form 
an "attitudt.!." \Ve conjure up an 
"icli.:a." And that. in itself. in our 
medioc re world. seems guite s uf~ 

ficienl. 
But a private philosoph y of a bar­

ber. an electr ical engineer. a 
plumber. or even a corporate execu­
tive or airline pilot doesn't change 
the world. 

It's gro\\ 11 to the point th a t world 
cond it ion!o. seem to us about like the 
wea ther. It's something everybody 
talks a lot aboul. but never docs 
anything about. 

Our po lit ical leaders haven ' t 
helped much. 

But then. that 's the way of [ead ­
ers. They can hard ly promise total 
so lutions when nOI thoroughly un­
derstanding the problem s . No 
leader. in his right mind. will prom­
ise solutions. I-Ie'li speak of "pro­
grams" and "progress." He' ll talk of 
"studies" and "methods:' He'll eve n 
mcntion the usual workaday terms 
o f peace. safety. prosperity or at­
tacks on poveny. But he will not 
promise an end to crime and vio­
lence. nor an end to racc hat red. nor 
an end to wars in the world. 

He cannot! 
Beeause he on ly controls a por­

tio n of !love rnment. He does not 
control h~l11an nature. 

Soon. then. the "not quites" of liS 

simply resign ourselves to the vague. 
"li ving for the moment" attitttde of 
the rest of us. Our "wa iting" posture 

is alwavs ev ident. We're waiting for 
a bette;' day in th e world. a cleanup 
in the neighborhood. and lessening 
or taxes. We're waiting for a raise. 
or a chance to 1110ve. or for the 
weather to clear. 13tH a lways wt.!·rc 
wa it ing. \Vaiting and waiti ng. 

So enter compromise. Enter non­
involvement. Most of us find o ut 
soo n enough thal the way to make 
things work for us in Ollr own envi­
ronl~ent is 1O avoid gell in g "in­
vo lve d" In some novel or 
revolutionary thing. 

\Vllat about it? Do you n:l"og nize 
the waiti ng posture in yo urself? Can 
yo u think of th e uozens of things 
yo u've yea rned to do and to experi­
ence:, and yet acknowledged that 
yo u never will? 

Believe it or not. this vague fr us­
trati on - this ft:eling of "not quite" 
- is one of' the most important 
causes of unhappiness in life! It has 
broken Lip marriages, ruined busi­
Ih';~SCS. thwart ed educatio n. shat­
l en~d romancc. and even caused 
Sll icide. 

U~lIally . it's milder than that. 
Most people just find ways to live 

with the "not quites.·' They keep 
thinking "some day .. ' "Some u(;ly," 
they te[ [ th emse lves. they' ll really 
get busy and cut down on their 
drinking habits. widen their circl e of 
friends. and trim off that ugly wa ist­
line. 

But they never do. 

Why Most Give Up 

Lei 's face it. most people live acci­
dentally. You probably don ' t know 
anyone who has planned, sel a goa l, 
and then patterned his life. Most 
people lake lire as il comes to them 
- haphazardly. aecidenta lly. wit h­
out long-range thought or planning. 
That'S why the majority follows 
where the leaders lead. 

Leaders must plan and have goa ls 
and purposes. History proves most 
of those goals and purposes have 
been ineredib[y selfish. and that th e 
leacil: rs of the world - not th e "little 
peop[e" aftlic tcd with the "not 
guites" - have produced a nucl ea r 
s talemate. Th ey ha ve created a 
world fraught with more problems 
of morc rar-reaching and profound 
co nsequences than eve r - a world 
armed to the teet h wit h hydrogen 
bombs and miss iles and still di-
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vided. suspicious. hos til e. and self­
se eking. And th e maj o rity of man­
kind see thes in fru stration. 

You were not asked whether you 
wished to be plu nged into the nu­
clear age . Society wa s no t consulted. 
No group of scie ntists. governm e nt 
lea d e rs, military me n, and represen­
tatives of aU the millions of "not 
qu ites" sa t d own to seriously. care­
rully. s tudio usly ponder the hazards 
versus the be ne fits of a nuclear age. 

But wa rs a re only a part of why 
people resign th e mse lves to " not 
quites ." The co nditi ons of lire 
a rou nd the m a re another vita l pa rt. 
Wh e th e r it's rac ism , the squalor of 
the ghello. o r the hu ge p ile of rust­
ing junk in th e back ya rd now 
grown fami lia r to them. they soon 
learn to accept th ese things as the 
"sta tus quo" a nd live with th em . 
Th a t's "jus t the way it is." they tell 
th e mse lves. "That's th e way the ba ll 
bounces" and " thaCs th e way th e 
cookie c rumbles" are the catch­
p h rases fo r excusing th e " not 
quites. " They' re ex pressions or ruti l­
ity, res ignation. and frus trat ion. 

Pe rhaps yo u' re one o f the many 
who practically never rails to p ick 
Lip a newspape r. hear a rad io news 
broadcas t. o r read a particularly 
na usea ting a rticle in a magazine 
and get all-fired mad abou t it. 

Perhaps it's reading, now. about 
co ntinu a l new reve lations of the 
dangerous si de e ft'ec ts or " th e pill. " 

Or may be you grow a ngry (s till it 
seems on ly the few d o. a ny more) 
when readin g of te rrible. brutal 
s tabbings. s lashi ngs, bl udgeonin gs. 
mindless te rrorism. polit ical kidna p~ 

pings. rapes. shootings. bank ro b­
beries, burgl a ries - even whe n these 
things happen to someone e lsc . 

Yo u proba bly ex press an o pinio n 
about these things. You may decry. 
deplore. reject. c riticize. and gener­
ally co nd e mn a ll you wish, but 
th e re's not a si ngle thing you ca n do 
abo ut it. Or a ll eas t so you think. 

On dectsio ns mad e by th e local 
school board. the tax laws, o r the 
inlru sions into YO Ll!" private life by 
any number of o ther regulatory 
agencies, why both e r to s p ea k? 
Th ey're a ll a part o f the ponderou s 
intricate. burea ucratic mo rass of so­
ciety - something so huge you can ' t 
unders ta nd it. let alone try to 
changei!. 
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So little by lillie. as you grew into 
a ready-made world , accide ntally, 
you learned to accept mild opinions, 
indignat ions, and disgust philoso ph­
ica lly. 

You lea rned you co uld spout o lT 
in th e barber chair. a t the bea uty 
shop. or on th e courthouse steps, o r 
in private conversa tion al l you wish 
- but that you were powerl ess to do 
a ny thing about it. You soon learn ed 
to live with many "not quites." And 
YO Ll patiently s it back and wait. 
"Som e day" yo u hope thin gs will 
chang~. " Some day" YOLI fi gure 
people Illay begin doing th e ri ght 
thing even by mistake. 

Do you ge t th e pOiI1l? The re is a 
futil ity abo ut us tod ay - a defeat­
ism ~ a willin gness to live wit h no 
so lution s and no answe rs that is 
eve ryw here evi d e nt. Too m any 
peop le ha ve res igned themselves to 
medi ocrity in life. They' re unhappy 
- mildly frus trated - ye t willing to 
accept those "not quites" in life in 
favo r of taking the knocks that will 
su re ly come with rea l involvement 
in so me burning issue. 

But it 's about time m'o re peo ple 
became in vo lved - really involved! 
It 's time peo ple did ge t a lillie ex­
ci ted abo ut the iss ues, instead of 
mildly musin g over them a few mo­
ments, and then continuing al ong in 
th eir Own priva te rut of life. 

You kn ow the iss ues : th e popu­
la tion explosion: the \vars a nd 
threa ts o f mo re; the s tarvation : the 
dro ught a nd fa mine in Asia a nd Af­
ri ca; the mounting crim e and vio­
le nce in the W estern world ; the race 
hatred all around you; th e sacri ­
fi cing o r millions of children on th e 
al tar of divorce a nd lus t; th e h a rd­
co re porn ography. 

Yet when co nfronted with th ese 
issu es. m ost o f us jus t g row little 
p hil oso phical ca ll ouses - and 
·'wa it." 

But you don't need to fee l help­
less . Yo u ca n ge t invo lved in th ese 
vital issues - yes. wo rldwide issues 
of mamm oth importance and s ig­
nificance ! 

We, of This Great Work, 
Are Involved ! 

We, o f "The W orld T o morrow" pro­
gra m o n radio and te levis ion and o f 
The Plain Truth magazine are in­
vo lved' W e don ' t m erely phil os-

o phize. arg ue or ex press a '"' poi nt of 
view." Rath er. we continu e to warn 
th is dying. sin-sick world o f the hor­
rible. unimaginab le consequences o f 
man ls unbe lievab le stupidity! M a n 
ha s rejected his God! He yea rns for 
peace and is going in the ex act op­
pos ite direction from peace toward 
war, unhappiness, futility, useless­
ness. a nd failure! 

Th ere is not anoth er work o n 
ea rth like this one! 

We. in this Work of God , a re not 
"'wa iling it o ut )) - resign ing our­
se lves LO the " not quites" - the 
s m a ll disap poi ntm e nt s . R at h e r. 
we' re con tinu ally inspired. thrilled 
by new d eve lopm e nts and new pro­
grams. 

Mill ions lis ten to my voice over 
th e a ir. and that is deeply rewarding 
a nd sa tisfying to me. a nd to all of 
us ! H undreds of thousand s can now 
watch our programs on televis ion. 

Millions have read th e vital book­
let on the true o rigin of the Ameri­
ca n and British peoples, a nd their 
immediate destiny. Millio ns have 
read the hard -hit ting a rt icles or Th e 
Plain Truth. and doze ns and d ozens 
o f thousands have sa t down to 
deeply s tudy and lea rn m ore about 
their Bibles, the ve ry Word or the 
living G od. through Th e Good News 
magazine and th e Ambassad or Col­
lege Correspondence Course. 

Peop le in G ha na, Indi a. Austra­
li a. Western Europe, North. Centra l 
a nd South Am erica, In donesia, and 
M exico ~ in fac t. people world wid e 
- a re bein g moved! Their lives have 
bee n profoundly inAue nced 
changed - by the impact of this 
las t-di tc h effort of Jesus Christ ' 

They' re learning holV 10 live, how 
to mak e their marriages happy. how 
to lov ingly rear their chi ldre n. how 
to obey God's laws given th em for 
their good . how humanity will be 
saved! 

And many of them a re ge ttin g 
involved! Many of th e m are ge tt ing 
a ll th e way involved with G od their 
Father. a nd th e Work o f his C hris t' 

If you would like to know holV 
yo u can become personally involvcd 
in this grea t Work, write for aU f free 
booklet en titled Come Help Human­
ify. T h is new publication shows 
what this g loba l crusade for sanity is 
all about. M ai ling addresses are on 
th e back cover of this magazi ne. 0 
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THE EAGLE OF THE EAST 
From the ashes of World War II, Poland has risen to become 

the world's tenth largest industrial power. 
Here is the story behind one nation 's indomitable spirit. 

Last year, /1110 Plain TrUlh edilors 
visiled the lIaliOI1S of EaSlem Eu­
rope on a IQUI' spol1sored by fhe 
Naliona! Press Club of Washing. 
lon, D. C. Here is the conclusion 
a/lheir three-parr Sfarv. 

Ou t o f the corner of my eye I 
cou ld see that we we re 
being watched. Dexter and I 

were ;i tt ing in the lobby of W a r­
saw's bea utiful new Swedish-built 
Forum Ho tel. We were checking 
out O Uf camera gear and challing 
somewha t ne rvously. as we \vaited 
for our tardy Orbis g uide and driver 
to appear LO take LIS 10 Osw iecim -

The PLAIN TRUTH July 1976 

by Gene H. Hogberg 
Photos by Dexter H. Faulkner 

Auschwitz - s ite of the noto rious 
Wo rld Wa r II concelllration camp. 
(See page 36.) 

F inally O Uf observer walked over 
and with a pleasant smi le said, " J 
could te ll from the way you \vere 
wlking that you're Ame r ican s . 
Where a re yo u fellow s from? I'm 
from De troit. myself. but I'm re tired 
and I livt: here now." 

Living the Good Life 

Our new acquaintance told us how 
he - along with more than 6.000 
othe r Polish-Americans - had 
reem igrated to the "'old country" to 
live out his remaining years in com­
parati ve comfort and casco 

Thanks to an extra favorable ex-

change rate - 60 Po lish z loty to th e 
d ollar instead of 33 - a meager 
Ame rican Social Security check of 
$ 150 a mo nth tra nsla tes into a stan­
dard of livi ng comparable to to p­
pa id Po lish doc tors a nd engin eers. 

Our re t iree frolll Dc troi t assured 
us that there were o nly twO princi­
pal res trictions on reem igration. 
Process ing applicatio ns us ually 
takes welt ove r a year - and every 
yea r over age 60 or 65 is precious. 
Also. a n apartment in Wa rsaw o r 
else\vhere must be purchased a head 
o f lime fo r cash - usually costing 
arou nd S4.000 to $6.000. (By con­
trast. Poles in Warsaw and o ther 
cities often have to wait up to e ight 
years to move in to a new apartment. 
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On ce th ese not insurmo untable 
co nd itio ns are met, liv ing in Pola nd 
o n an Al11 c r ic~l n inco me is easy. 
Food. h ig hly subsidized by th e gov­
ernm ent. rlillS o nly abom SJO {Q $35 
per persa ll pe r mo nth (but th e a ver­
age native Po le ~pen ds half o f his 
income o n food ). Apa rtm ent ser­
vices ra rely a mo unt lO over $ 10 a 
mo nth : ut iliti es . includin !! te le­
ph one . perh a ps anoth er S4 .~Public 
transporta ti on is very chea p. Tickets 
to th e o pe ra o r symphony co ncerts 
cOS t o nl y a bo ut o ne do ll a r each -
lo r th e bes t sea ts in the house. M ed­
ical se rvices. imm ediately a vailable 
to the " new" Poles, a rc virtu a lly 
witho ut cos t. 

Abo ut fi ve times a yea r. o ur 
fr ien d to ld 11::', he a nd a group o f 
o the r se n ior ci ti zens take a gro up 
bu s tour to some o ther Eu ro pea n 
cou ntry. wi th m uch o f th e tra ve l 
co~t bo rn e by the Pol ish gove rn­
mcnt. He was soon goi ng to leave on 
a two-week sw ing through \Vest 
G e rma ny. Po les. unlike Czechs and 
Ro ma ni a ns. ca n free ly travel o ut o f 
th e counny. The o nly limita tion is 
o bt a in ing eno ug h foreign currency 
bc fo reh a nd. 

Co mbinin g a ll th ese m o ney ­
stre tching ad vant agcs with a lOtal 
lack o r fear of be ing mu gged o n the 
stree t at night o r havi ng one 's a pa rt­
ment bro ken into. it is easv to see 
why g row ing numbers of AI~1e ric a n s 
whu were bo rn in Po land have cho­
se n to re turn to th eir nat ive la nd . 

Up From the Ashes 

II' a ny city has eve r ri sen from th e 
as hes o f nca r tota l des truc tio n. it is 
Wa rsaw. Po land 's capita l well de­
~ervcs ils La tin mOllO ··ComemJli, 
procel/ar ·' - "Defi es th e sLOrms.' · 

Wa rsaw was a ll but o blitera ted by 
th e oct:upy in g Nazi legions durin g 
Wo rld Wa r II. culmina tin g in th e 
crus hi ng o r th e \Va rsaw uprisin g in 
1944. Wh en Russi" " troops linally 
c ro~!->cd th e Vi ::. tula River (where 
th ey had pa used to le t the de pan ing 
Ge n n:.l ll s conveniently wipe o ut all 
resis t a nc~) th ey round th e ci ty a 
co m plete shambles. 

Th e Polish phoenix therelore is a 
new crea tio n. T ho ug h Warsa w as a 
~i t e has a lo ng his to ry, th e ci ty as it 
sta nds tod ay is th e result o f th in y 
yea rs o f ha rd work a nd unstint ing 
sacri fice b) its proud t:i tize ns. 
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Reconstru c tio n ga ve th e city plan­
ners a splen did chance to ca rry o ut a 
ma ster p la n. As a res ullo maj or th o r­
ollgh fa res~ tho ug h ge nerally fo llow­
in 2 the o lder road network. have 
be'Cn g reat ly wi dened : pa rk a reas 
were tripled in size: industr ia l zones 
we re ea rm a rked fo r o utly ing areas. 
o ft en se parat ed fro m housin g es­
ta tes by "green belts." Most of the 
industry. furthermore, has been lo­
cated "downwind " helpin g to alle­
viatc a ir polluti on. 

Warsa w auth o riti es, however. 
ha ve been very care fu l to preserve 
ce nturi es o r Po li ~ h tradition and his­
tOry in th eir reconstruction effo rt s. 
Buildings in the city's o ld town 
qu a rter. fo r exa mpl e, ha ve bee n 
reco nstructcd almos t brick-for-brick 
as th ey o nce a ppea red. Fortul1 cHely. 
yo un g \Va rsa w a rch itects stumbled 
ac ross ~om e of thc o rig in a l build ing 
p ia ns. hundreds of yea rs old. 

At n ight. roof- mounted spot lights 
sh ine o n th e facudes of th e buildin gs 
linin g th e sq uare in th e hea rt o r Old 
To wn. presenting o ne of th e m OS l 

attracti ve urban landscapes o n th e 
co ntinent. Restaurants a nd wine cel­
lars in Old Town are a grea t magnet 
fe r bo th citi zen and visitor a like. 

Co mbin ed with its many cultural 
a mcnities. Warsaw. in th e opini on 
o f ma ny, is th e 111 0St li va b le capital 
in a ll o f Eas tern Euro pe today. 

Scars Still Remain 

\Varsaw's city fa th e rs have no t 
swep t away a ll cv iLi e nce of th e 
World \Var II nightm a re. however. 

Walking th e stree ts a nd bo ule­
va rds of th e city o ne occasio nally 
co mes across a pe.c uli a r sight - a 
secti o n o r wa ll from a n o ld building, 
decora ted with tl owers and o ne o r 
twO Po lish nali o na l !lags. On such a 
sit c. o ne is tO ld, resid ents of Warsaw 
were capri cio usly ro unded up and 
sho t by Nazi troo pers. lI sually in 
re prisal fo r th e death of a G erman 
so ldi er a t th e hand s 01· th e Polish 
unde rgro und . 

Memo ries o r Wa rsa \v 's o nce ex­
tensive Jcwbh population a re p re­
se rved in two key locatio ns. (Very 
few Jews now live in Po land. as o p­
posed to three mill ion be fore th e 
war.) A striking mo nument sta nds 
o n th e site o f the fo rme r Jewis h 
G hetto in memory of those who 
chull cngcd thl: might o f the Nazis in 

th e 1943 Gh etto uprisi ng. No th ing 
else rema ins or the o ne !->qua re mile 
wa lled -in compo und in LO which th e 
octupiers had o nce com pacted 
450.000 Jew,. Much of it i, sti ll a 
\·aca nt. fi.lLCd area. 

On the ou t,ki rts of th e G hetto 
o ne can wa lk th ro ugh th e lowe r 
leve l of the priso n where Jews were 
fi rst he ld awai ting tra nspo rt to 
Au schwi tz. A tree in fron t of the 
pri son bea rs th e names o f ma ny Po l­
ish-Jewish famili es ca rri ed away 
durin g th e Holocaust. 

Th ere is o nly o ne o th er scar which 
ma rs mode rn-d ay Wa rsa w. and that 
o ne da les back 110t to th e wa r but to 
th e ea rly years of reconstructio n. 
This "sca r" is th e much maligned 
··Pa laee o f Cultu re and Sciences '· ~ 
a multi -s to ried . gi ngcrbreaded mon­
strosity o f a buildin g presented as a 
g ift to th e peo pl e of Wa rsaw by Jo­
se f Stalin in ho nor of th e Red Army 
th a t ·· li be ra ted '· the c ity. 

Th e a rchitecture of th e Pa lace o f 
C ultu re be fit s Moscow (indeed it re­
se mbles Moscow Sta te Un ive rsity) 
but is to ta ll y o ut o f cha rac ter with 
Warsaw's \V cs tcrn -s ty lc s ky line. 
Neverth eless because o f its sheer 
size . it do min a tes the center of tO\vn . 

Th e res icl ents o r Wa rsaw wil! te ll 
yo u th a t th e bes t view o f th ei r city is 
fro m th e to p of th e Palace of C ul­
ture because that is th e o nly pl ace 
fro m whic li yo u ca nno t see the Pal­
ace o r Culturt:. 

Am erica ns may la ugh a t PQlish 
jo kes. The Po les. in turn . have thei r 
·' Russ ia n joke,:· The Palace or C ul­
tu re is th e butt of not a few of them. 
On e goes like this: 

A Russia n wa lkin g alo ng Mar­
szalk ows ka Ave nu e all his first vis it 
to Wars<l\v stops to ad mire the Pal­
ace of C ulture. He I.! nquires o f a 
Po le: "Yo u peo pl e o f Warsaw mu st 
greatly appreciat e this wo nderrul 
gi n from o llr pe.op le." Th e Pole re­
p li es so mberly: " Ye~. we mllst.' · 

Poles and Catholics First 

The a pocryph a l a nswe r given by th e 
Po le to the uninfo rm ed Russian is 
charac teris tic of th t:: entire Po lish­
Sov ie t re lationship. 

Havin g no a lte rnal ive by virtu e o f 
geogra phy a nd recc nt his to ry. th e 
Po les give uIls\verv ing loyalty LO 
Moscow's des ir~s and d ic ta tes in th e 
fi e ld · o r po lit ics and fo reign policy. 
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BEFORE AND AFTER, thirty years apart: In 1945 buildings in Warsaw's Old Town square lay in ruins. Nearly same 
view, right, in 1975, dramaUzes the richness of their reconstruction . 

In return fo r this loyalLy, the So­
viets have shrc\vd ly pe rmitted Po­
land to exp ress its own true self in 
the broad areas of culture and eco­
[willies. Polish nationalism is a ve ry 
powerful force. morc so than else­
whe re in the East bloc. and Moscow 
fl!alizes it must be safe ly vented. 

As a result. it is nOt comm unist 
ideology but nationalism reinforced 
by relig ion that an imates Polish so­
cieLy. 

The Roman CaLholic Church con­
stitutes the most powerful religious 
body anywhere in the communis t 
world. At limes it is referred to as 
"the o ther government in Poland'" 
Nearly fou r~fi fLhs of all Poles aLLend 
mass eve ry week: nearly all chi ldren 
are bap Lized and subsequenLly re­
ceive after-school religious instru c­
tion - including the children of 
many Commu nist Party members. 

Poland is conspicuously free of 
the "sloganitis" one find s in other 
East bloc count ri es. where bu ildings 
are strewn with red banne rs pro­
claiming the virtues of socialism and 
pledging "eternal friendship" wi th 
the Sov iet Union . 

The coun try's number one citizen 
- Communist Party boss Edward 
Gierek - even refuses to allow his 
portrait to adorn govcrnmcl1l of­
fice s. Instead . Poland's tradit ional 
symbol. the eagle. is invariably dis­
played. 

Keepin g the CusLomer Happy 

Mr. Gierek knows wha t he has to do 
to remai n in po\\'er. because he can 
never forgeL the December 1970 
wo rk er riots in severa l port cities on 
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Poland's l3 ,dtic coast which brought 
him iI/to power and swe pt Olll th e 
old regime of \Vladyslaw GOl11ulka. 

Th e disturbances and strik es in 
Gdansk. Gdy nia. and Szczecin were 
triggered by a price in crease for es­
se ntial consumer goods and were an 
expression of d~ep dissatisfac tion 
with living and worki ng cond it ions. 
As a long- time party bos!) of Kato­
wice (Poland 's most industrialized 
province) and a former min er him­
se lf. Gierek had a so lid record of 
achievement in improving the lot of 
th e workers. His assumption of top 
pany otlke was. in effect. a reas­
surance to the workers Ihal their 
gr ievances would be heard. 
'-' In its first year the new leadership 
rescinded the previollsly announced 
price in creases and instituted a price 
freeze. gave pay increases Lo Lh e 
10\\'est paid workers, postponed an 
unpopular wage reform. and eased 
the farmers' obligato ry sales to the 
SLaLe. (AboUL 80% or Poland's agri­
culLuralland is sLili in privaLe hands. 
though the percentage of Slate and 
collective farm s is slowly rising.) 

Gil.:.'n.:k also declared his intention 
to continue good governmcllIal rela­
tions with Poland's powerful Roman 
CaLho lic hierarchy. 

The 10L or Poland's 34 million 
people has steadi ly improved under 
Gierek's determined efTorts. This 
can be readily seen in th e well­
slocked shelves of the department 
stores in \Vars£\w's Central Shop­
ping Center. a huge inner ci ly mall 
located directly across the street 
from the despised Palace of CulLure. 
There is no doubL LhaL the qualiLy of 

many ilems could be improved. bu t 
the quantity and varicLY is stagger­
ing LO anyone who had on ly the day 
before rummaged through the slim 
piCkings o f merchandise available in 
the .'lhops of Bu charest. Romania. 

Poles will tell you themselves that 
they are gripers by nature. and 
when they gripe abou l price in­
crcast.!s or shortages of rood and 
merchandi~e. their leaders listen. 
The government has recently com­
mi ssioned public opinion polls, in 
fact. aimed at gauging the maxi­
mum pri ce increases on key items 
that Polish consumers will tolerate. 

The Move West 

Poland is now the tenth most pow­
erful industrial nation in th e world. 
Blessed with huge coal reserves -
28% of Europe'S known supply - iL 
is the world's second largest coal ex­
pOrLer. afLer the U.S. Huge sull'ur 
and copper deposits ha ve been 
found in recent years. 

To keep thl! "Polish miracle" 
alive (and La keep the all-imporLanL 
J11an-on-the-~treet sa tisl1ecl) Gierek 
has turned heavily to th e \Vest l'or 
tradc. investments and technology. 

One hall' of Poland's Lrade is WiLh 
Lhe capitalisL WesL - up from only 
29<;< in 1971. Mr. Gierck ha, becn 
calkd a "credit card Communist" 
because of the massive, wholesale 
import - on credi t - of Western 
technology. Over 300 Western in­
dustrial co ncern s have located 
plants in Poland under agreements 
thaI permit production to be so ld in 
Western markets to pay back Po-

(Colllill" ed 011 page 38) 
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WANDERING THROUGH 
THE NEW WARSAW 
Clockwise from above: Russian-built "Palace of Culture" 
contrasts sharply with modern, Western-style architecture of 
Warsaw (wide-angle camera fens makes buildings "lean"); tree 
in front of former Warsaw Ghetto prison displays the names of 
prominent Jewish families of Warsaw sent to their deaths at 
Auschwitz; shaded by an umbrella , a pianist performs at the 
base of the monument to Frederic Chopin in a Warsaw park. 

~ Music written by Poland's favorite composer is performed at 
this location twice every Sunday afternoon before farge 

, crowds; Warsaw housewives stop to purchase vegetables at a 
sidewalk produce stand. The Polish government subsidizes 
food and basic commodities heavily. Riots in late 1970 over 
price increases brought down the government; three young 
lasses play on the site of the old Jewish Ghetto, with the 
monument to the abortive 1943 uprising in the background; 
Warsaw residents relax and enjoy the late afternoon sun in the 
city 's beautifully restored Old Town square. The leisurely pace 
of Warsaw makes it a good city for strolling and enjoying 
family-type outings. In postwar reconstruction . major 
thoroughfares were widened and park acreage was tripled. 
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THE EAGLE OF THE EAST 
(Colllillued from page 33) 

land's huge indebtedness to the 
West - no\\' some S2 bi ll ion. 

The lates t wrinkle in \Varsaw's 
economic program is the decision to 
permit direc t in VeS ll11CIH in Poland 
by people of Polish origin living in 
the West. I t remains [0 be seen how 
respo nsive the estimated six million 
Americans of Polish ancestry will 
be. along \vi th smaller Polish settle· 
menlS in Canada. France. and Brit­
ain who together comprise an 
international community known in­
formally in Warsaw as ··Polonia." 

The Soviets. by their acquiescence 
if nothing else. approve of Gierek's 
full-fledged Western connection. Af­
ter all. they're doi ng much of the 
sa me thing themselves. But even 
more imponantly. Mr. Brezhnev 
doesn't want internal dissension to 
erupt inside Poland any morc than 
M r. G ierek does. 

This does not mean that the C0111-

promising Polish approach to eco­
nomics pleases the far more 
ideol ogically puritanical Soviets. 
Proof of this is the fact that it is 
easier for a Pole to get a visa to visit 
th e United States than the U.S.S .R. 
- his ideas. hi!> appearance. the very 
quality or the clothes on his back 
might "corrupt" Soviet citizens. 
(Poles gloat over the fllct that the 
"imported" perfume so ld in 
Moscow is madl! in Poland - whi le 
in \Varsaw one can buy the leading 
French nam e brands.) 

Showdown Over Productivity 

Despi te the impressive sta tist ics, the 
halcyo n 1971-75 heyday of the Pol­
ish consul11er may be drawing to a 
close. 

G ierek is sti ll promisi ng to im­
pro\'c and expand consumer lines in 
the next (1976-80) five-year plan. 
but he is emphasizing that improve­
ment from now 011 will be morc 
closely tied to the principle of "bet­
LeI' work. better pay" and a marked 
improvement in the quality of Pol­
i~h expon items. 

Like all East bloc countries. the 
quality of industrial ou tput la gs 
considt.:rably behind Western econo­
mies. Thi:::. is largely because Poland. 
likl! other Com muni ..,t states. has 
"outlawed'" unemployment. which 
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A COMMON SIGHT in rural Poland - a horse and wagon passing by a road­
side religious shrine. In devoutly Roman Catholic Poland, private farmers 
own four fifths of agricultural land, usually in small six~ or seven-acre plots. 

autom3ti<:ally guarantees lower out­
put per man and wasteful man~ 

power utilization. 
Not enough work to do on the job 

has led also to a nation of chronic 
moonlighters, who find more re­
\vards in th eir second jobs ~ upon 
which also they pay no taxes. A high 
rate of" absenteeism rounds out the 
li st or industrial woes . 

Mr. Gierek clearly has his work 
cut Ollt for him in the years ahead. 

Last Thoughts 

Despite th ese drawbacks ~ and 
what nation. East or West. capitalist 
o r commu nist doesn't have many ~ 
a visit to Po land and Eastern Eu­
rope as a whole is a refreshing one. 
It destroys prejudices and ingrained 
stereotypes. 

Eastern Europe is not a Soviet­
ized - nOt yet at least - bleak. gray 
area on the map. Each nation in the 
region has its own set of unique 
national characterislics ~ qualities 
based upon cent uries-long develop­
ment of distinct traditions. customs. 
languages and religious philosophy 
which su rvive and. to a great 
ue a l, surmoun t the overlay of So­
vie t-style communis m imposed only 
in the last three decades. 

I n visiti ng this part of the world. 
one can only come away with 
profound compassion for the Poles. 
thl! CL\.:chs. the Hun garians. the Ro­
manians. and the Yugoslavs. To a 
nation. these people have suffered 

greatl) throughout history. h has 
been their sad lot to ha ve been 
sandw iched in between more po\\'­
er rul nations and kingdoms. It has 
been their fate. as the smaller sta tes 
or Europe. to be repeated ly con­
quered. occupied. absorbed and oc­
casionally wiped off the map as 
national entities. To be sure. some 
01' them ha ve done their fair share 
of mischief-making down through 
the years. but for the most parl, 
'these peoples have been the: victims 
of. not the perpetrators of. 
international intr igue and tragedy. 
culminating in the incredible com­
pendiulll of horror that was World 
War H. 

I n th e case or the Poles. one Can 

on ly admire their tremendous deter­
mination to rebuild a nation de­
pleted by th e wartime loss of six 
million coun trymen. including 
nearly all of the iIllelligentsia. ac­
complished with 40% of the country 
initially in ruins. and the heart of 
the cou ntry. Warsaw. nearly totally 
wrecked. 

Americans. in this bicentennial 
year. shou ld thank their God for 
having been spared such destruction 
in two global t:onll icLs this ce ntury. 
in gral illlde to our God - perhaps 
America"s greatest national sin - is 
a dangerous inuulgence in a ther­
monuclear age which reduces Amer­
ica's once-formidable ocean buffers 
to the size of the Bu g River, 
Poland's eastern border. 0 
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WORLD PEACE 
(CO lllinued from page 3) 

ERNMENT. In a la ter insta llm ent we 
will give th e a nswe r to the ques tion: 
What do you mean "born again"? 

But once aga in. what did Jesus 
mean TH E K I NG DOM O F Goo? 

Th e truth is not merely surpri sing 
- it is shocking - staggering! Yet it 
is truly GOOD NEWS - the most glo­
rious GOO D NEwS ever to enter 
human co nsciousness! 

CHRIST'S Gospel 

Jesus we nt eve ryw here p reachin g 
the GOOD NEWS of th e KI NGDOM OF 
GOD. He tau ght in parabl es about 
the KI NGDOM OF GOD. He sent OUI 
seventy men preaching. and com­
mand ed them to preach THE KI NG­

DOM OF GOD (Luke 10:9). He se nt 
th e a postles. on whom the Church 
of God was founded, to preach on ly 
THE KI NG DOM OF GOD (Luke 9: 1-
2). 

lsn' t it amazing that the world has 
LO ST th e knowledge of what it is? 

The apostl e Pa ul preached THE 
K INGDOM OF GOD (AclS 19: 8; 
20:25: 28:23.3 1). 

Daniel Knew! 

Haven' t you heard men speak or the 
Kingdom of God so meth ing li ke 
th is: " By C hri s t ians eve ryw here 
working toge th er to brin g about 
world peace, to lera nce a nd broth­
erly love . the Kingdo m of God may 
at last be estab lished in th e hea rts of 
men." 

Beca use th ey rejecled Christ's gos­
pel 1900 yea rs ago. th e world had 10 

suppla nt so methin g else in its place. 
They had to invent a counlelfeit/ So 
we have heard the Kin gdom of God 
spoken of as mercly a pretty plati­
tud e - a nice se ntim ent in human 
hea rts - reducing it to an ethereal. 
unrea l Non 'II NG ! Oth ers ha ve mis­
represen ted that the "CHURCH" is 
th e Kingdom. O th ers confuse it with 
a ··mille nn ium.'· Still o thers have. in 
ou r ce ntury. claimed the British Em­
pire is the Kingdom of God. How 
DECEiVED CAN THIS WORLD GET? 

The prop het Daniel. who li ved 
600 yea rs before Christ, knew that 
the Kin gdom of God was a real 
kingdom - a gOI'ernmel1l ruling over 
literal PEOP LE on the ea rth. 
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Da niel \vas one of fOllr ex traordi­
na ry. intell igent a nd brilliant Jewish 
lads in the Jud ean ca ptiv ity. These 
four men were station ed in the pal­
ace of King Nebuchadnezzar o f the 
Cha ldea n Empire. in tra ining fo r 
special res ponsibi liti es in th e Baby­
lonia n gove rnm ent. Danie l was a 
prophe t who had been given specia l 
unders tandin g in v is io ns a nd 
dreams (Da n. I: 17). 

Nebu chadnezzar was the first real 
world rul er. He had conq uered a 
vast empire. including th e na tion 
Judah. This kin g had a dream so 
impress ive it troubled him - moved 
him to tremendous concern . He de­
manded that his magicia ns. as trolo­
ge rs. and sorcerers tell him both 
wh(Jl he had dreamed . and what it 
mea nt. They cou ld not. They we re 
baflled . Th en Da ni el was brought 
before the king. 

Dani el disclaimed a ny more 
huma n a bility (Q interpre t dreams 
th an th e C ha ldea n magiCian s . 
" BUT." he sa id. "" there is a GOD in 
heaven that revea leth sec rets, a nd 
maketh kn own 1O the king Nebu­
chadnezzar what sha ll be in th e la(­
tel' days" (Da n. 2:28). 

First. God's purpose waS (Q reveal 
to this world-rulin g hum an king 
that th ere is a GOD in heaven - that 
GOD is SUPR EME RUL ER over all na­
tio ns. gove rnments. a nd kings -
that God RULES rilE UN IVERSE! This 
Chaldean king knew only about the 
many pagan demon gods. He knew 
not hing of th e true living ALMIGHTY 
God. Like people a nd rulers. even 
today. he did not kn ow that GOD is 
th e livi ng, REAL active. RULI NG and 
GOVERNING PERSONAGE who ac­
tu a lly a nd literally governs the UN I­

VERSE ENT I RELY! 
The whole purpose of this DREAM 

was to reveal GOD'S GOVERNMENT ­
the fact thaI God RULES - the truth 
of THE K ING DOM OF GOD - th e ve ry 
thi ng that is the one and o ll ~Y true 
GOSPEL OF JESUS C HRIST! And. sec­
ondly. to reveal - prese rved in writ­
ing for us TODAY - wha t is (Q 

happen "in tile laller days" - ac­
tu ally wi th in the next two decades­
THI S LAST HALF OF THE 20TH CEN­

TURY! 

For US, Today! 

This is 11 0 dry. dull , dead writi ng for 
a people of 2500 years ago. This is 

LI VING. TREMEN DOUS. BIG NEWS 
for OUR DA Y/ It is advance news 
for us. NO W. News before it hap­
pells - of the most colossa l event of 
all ea rth 's history ccrtai n to occur in 
yo ur lifetime - du rin g the ve ry nex t 
few yea rs! 

This is TH E TRUE GOS PEL! It is th e 
ve ry gospel Christ preached ! It is 
in tended for you and me TODA Y! It 
is vital tha t you UN DERSTAND! 

Read. in yo ur own Bible. verses 
28 Ihrough 35. In his dream. this 
king had see n a vast sta tu e - larger 
than any image or statue evcr bu ilt 
by man - so tremend ous it was ter­
rify in g, even in a dream. Its head 
was of fine go ld. its breast and a rm s 
of s il ve r. Ihc belly and thighs of 
brass. legs of solid iro n. fee t a mix­
ture o f iron a nd clay. 

Th ere was a time clement. Nebu­
chadnezza r had viewed it until a su­
perna tural STO NE ca m e fr o m 
heave n. smashi nQ. the statue on its 
feet. Th en thc \~j,ol e of the stat ue 
broke into small pieces. a nd was ac­
tually blown away by Ihe wind - it 
disappeared! Then this STONE ex­
panded miracu lously and quickly 
became a great MO UNTAIN - so 
great it fill ed the wh ole ea rth' 

Wha t did it mea n? Did it have 
meaning? Yes. because this was 
G o d 's doin g. U nl ike o rdinary 
dreams. th is one was caused by God 
to convey the message of God's sov­
ereignty to Ncb uchadnezzar - a nd. 
because it is part of the written 
Word of God. to us today - to re­
vea l im portan t fac ts of th e TR UE 
GOS PEL! 

" This is th e d rea m." sa id Da ni el 
(verse 36), "and we wi ll tell the in ­
te rpreta ti o n there of before the 
king." 

Thi s . th e n . is GO D'S inter­
pretation. It is decidedly 11 01 Herb­
ert W. Arm strong's interpretation. 
Men o ught neve r to interpret the 
Bible. Th e Bible oives us GOD'S 
OWN INTERPRETATION! Here it is: 

"Thou. a king. art a king of 
kin gs" - he was th e first real WORLD 
R U ~ER over a world empire! " ... fo r 
the God of heave n ha th given thee a 
kingdom. power. a nd strength. a nd 
glory." G od was revealing Hi mself 
to this human world-d ictator as the 
MOST HIGH Ruler ol'er al/. 

People today. likc this Chaldea n 
king. see m not to think of God as a 
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RULER - as the Supreme One wh o 
GOVERNS - as the head o f GOVERN­
MENT. The Eternal was reveali n!! 
Himself through Da nie l to Nebu~ 
chadnczzar - and through the Bible 
10 )'Oll and 10 me TODAY - as a 
SOVEREIGN. ALL POWERFUL. GO V· 
ERN I NG GOD who is 10 be obqed ' 

"Thou." continued Daniel to th is 
human emperor. "a rt this head of 
gold. And aner thee sha ll arise an­
o th er KINGDO~'1 inferior to thee, and 
another third KINGDOM of brass . 
which shall bea r rul e ove r all the 
ea rth " (verses 37-39). 

What IS a Kingdom? 

Notice ! This is spea kin g o f KING· 
DOMS. It is referring to kingdom s 
tlim bear ru le ol'er fh e people 011 
eanh. It is speaking 01' GOVERN ­
MENTS! It is not speaking of et herea l 
SC lllimenlS "set up in the hearts of 
men." [t is no t speaking of'churches. 
It is speaking 01' the kind of GOV­
ERNMENTS that bea r RULE and AU· 
THOR ITY over nations of PEOPLE 
here on ea rth . It is literal. It is spe­
cific. There is no mi sunderstandin g, 
he re, as to what is meant by th e 
word '"K INGDOM ." 

Th ere is no misunderstanding thc 
interpretation. GOD gives His own 
in terpre tatio n th rough thc prophet 
Daniel. The great metallic image 
represented ~ationa l a nd inte~'­
national GOVERNMENTS - real. lit­
eral KINGDOM S. 

It represe nt ed a sllccession of 
wo rld-rulin g gove rnm ents . First was 
th e head of gold. Th at represe nted 
Nebuchadnczzar and his kingdom 
- th e Chaldean Empire. Afle ,. him 
- laler. in tim e seq uence - was to 
come a second. th\!11 a third KI NG­
DOM " which shall bea r RULE ove r all 
the earth" - lI 'o r/d empire! 

Then. ve rse 40. the legs o r iron 
represent a /ourfli world empire. It 
was to be s froJlg. eve n as iron is 
strong - stronge r milita rily than its 
predecessors. Yet. as si lver is less 
valuable than gOld. brass than sil­
ve r. iron th a n brass. though each 
metal was harder and stronger. the 
succession would deteriorate mor­
ally a nd spiritually. The twO legs 
mea nt the fourth empire wou ld be 
di vi ded. 

After th e Cha ldea n Empire came 
th e still large r Persian Emp ire. then 
th e Greco-Maccdonian, and fou rth . 

40 

Jesus' gospel message was 
about government! Few 

people today realize that 
this is not the t ime God is 
trying to save spiritually the 

world. 

th e Roman Empire. It was divided. 
with capita ls at Rome and Co n­
sta ntin ople. 

Now - verse 44! Read it! Get 
yo ur Bible. See it with you r own 
eyes in your own Bible . Here. in 
PL AIN LANGUAGE, is God's ex­
planation o r what th e KINGDOM OF 
GOD IS: 

" And in the days of the se 
kings .. . " it is here speaking of the 
ten loes. pan of' iron and pan of 
brittle clay. This. by co nn ecting th e 
prophecy with Dan iel 7. and Reve­
la tion 13 a nd 17, is re ferring to the 
new UNITED STATES OF EUROPE 
which is 1101\' formillg. out of th e 
European Common Ma rk et. befo re 
your very eyes l Reve lati on 17: 12 
makes plain th e detail tha t it shall 
be a union of TEN KI NGS OR KI NG­
DOM S which (Rev. 17:8) shall resur­
rect the o ld ROM AN EM PIR E. 

So. mark ca refully the lime ele­
melll! " In the days of these kings" ­
in the days of th ese ten na tions o r 
groups of na ti ons that shall. I N 
OUR T!J'4 E. rcsurrect briefly th e 
Roman Empire - notice wha t shall 
happen: 

< •• • shall the God of heaven se t 
up a kingdom. which shall never be 
destroyed ... but it shall break in 
pi eces a nd consume a ll these king· 
dom s. and it shall stand forever"! 

Yes, in OUR TIME! 

Now here we have described FOUR 
uni ve rsa l empires - the 011(11 four 
that ever exis ted ! Reve lation 13 and 
17 show that. arter th e fall of the 
o riginal Ro m a n Empire. there 
would be ten reviva ls - SEV EN o f 
which would be ruled ove r by a 
G e nti le CHURCH - the "daughter" 
of ancient BABYLON - a church 
claimi ng to be Christian . but ac­
tually named by God "MYSTERY 
BABYLON the G reat" - o r. more 
plainly. BABYLON IAN M YSTER IES! 

Six of th ose have come and gone. 
The seve nth is now forming":::: the 
las t. final. brief resurrection of Ihe 
Roma n Empire by ten Europea n 
gro ups or nations. These are the tcn 
toes of iron and clay mixed. 

In their days - and th ey shall last 
bu t a l1el:l l short space. possibly no 
more th an two to three-a nd-a-hal f 
yea rs - sha ll the GOD OF I-lEAV E1\' 
SET UP A KINGDOM. 

This. then. shall be T il E KI NG DOM 
OF GO D' 

Compa re with Rl: vclat ion 17. 
Here is pi ct ured a chu rch. Not a 
smull ch urch - a GREAT church. She 
rules ove r "many waters" (verse I ) 
which are described in verse 15 as 
d ifrcreI1l nations speaking diffe rent 
languages. She posed as th e Church 
of GOt) - which Scrip ture says 
(E ph . 5:23: Rev. 19:7: Matl. 25: l­
ID. etc.) is the afllanced "'bride" of 
CHR IST. to be spi ritually MARRIED to 
Him at His second COMI NG. 

But she has committed fornica­
tio n. How? By ha vi ng direct political 
un ion with HUMAN GOVERNM ENTS of 
THI S WORLD! She "sat ' on" (Rev. 
17:3) a ll seven oft hcsc resulTectio ns 
of the Roman Empire - cal1ed th e 
" Holy Rom an Empire." She RULED 
OVE R the human kingdoms - as a 
com mOil -law and unmarried " wife" 
ru ling he r 'pa ramour '<husband"' - a 
tota lly unnatural and un god ly rela­
tionship. 

She is. th erefore. to "si t on" this 
last "head of th e Beast" - this final 
resurrec tion of the Roman Empire. 
It will be a uniol/ of church and 
sta te. It is to endure but a ve,), short 
time. It is to FIGHT AGAINST C HRIST 
at H IS SECON D COMING! That will be 
its END. 

We see it in process of ris ing. now. 
Th erefore we are CLOSE to th e com ­
in g of Christ! \Ve arc now Jle,y lIear 
the END of this \\iorld! 

\Vhen Ch rist comes. He is co min!! 
as KI NG of kings. ruline. th e whol~ 
earth ( Rev. 19: 11-16); and Ht s 
Kt NGDOM - Ihe KINGDOM OF 
GOD - said Daniel. is to CONSU ME 
a ll these worldly kingdoms. 

Revelation I I : 15 stat es it in these 
words: "The kingdoms of th is world 
Gre become THE KI NG DOMS OF OUR 
LORD. AND OF HIS C HRI ST: and He 
shall reign for ever and eve r!" 

T hi s is THE KI NG DOM OF GOD. It 
is the END of present governments -
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the governmcnts that rule Russia. 
Ch in:!. Japan. Italy. Germany -
yes. and even the United States and 
th e I3ritish nation;. They then shall 
become the kingdom s - the GOV­
ER N ME NTS of the Lord J ESUS 
CHRIST. then KING of kings Ovcr the 
entire earth. 

This makes completely PLAIN the 
fact that the K INGDOM OF GOD is a 
literal GOVERNMENT. Even as the 
Chaldean Empire was a KI NGDOM -
even as the Roman Empire \vas a 
KINGDOM - so th e KINGDOM OF 
GOD j:, a ~ovcrnll1ent. It is to lake 
over the GOVERNrvlENT of the NA­
TIONS of the world. 

Jeslis Christ was BORN to be a 
KING - a RULER! 
Thes~ Scriptures tell you PLA INLY 

1/1(" GOD is supreme RULER. Thev 
tcll yo u in plainest languagc that 
Jesus was born to be a KING - that 
H e is going to RULE ALL NATIONS OF 
THE EARTH - thaI His Kingdom 
shall ru le eternally. ~ 

But all this is only parI of the 
fanl:.l stic. amazi ng. actually SHOCK­
ING TRUTH about the KINGDOM OF 
GOD. 

The KINGDOM OF GOD will ru le 
over the peoples and nations of the 
ea nh. Yet these monal peoples and 
nation s will NOT be thc Kingdom. 
not even ill the Kingdom of God. 
They shall be merely RULED OVER 
BY rr! 

We still ha ve to learn OF WHAT or 
OF WHOM it i ~ composed. Can YOU. 
as an individual. ever become a part 
of this Kingdom? 

Can Be Entered! 

In Jesus" day. the religious leaders 
knelt· He was a teacher se nt from 
God with GOD'S TRUTH. They 
branded Him a Calse prophet. here­
lic, and sed itionist. Yet fhey knew 
Hi s was the voice of GOD! . 

One of them. a Pharisee named 
Nicodemus, occupying an office or 
auth ority over the Jews. came se­
cre tly by night to sec Jesus. 

'"Rabbi:' said this Pharisee. "we 
know that thou an a tcacher co me 
Crom God'· (John 3:2). Yes. we 
Pharisees. he sa id. knoll' ,hat! He 
did not say ·'1 know it." He said 
"WE knOB'" - we Pharisees.' They 
knew He spoke the TR UTH - ye t 
they no t only rejected it. they cruci­
fied Him' 
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The scriptures say over and 
over again that Jesus was 
born to be a king, that He is 

going to rule all nations, 
and that His Kingdom shall 

rule eternally. 

But Jesus hewed straight to the 
line! He told Nicodemus ~lbout TI-IE 
KINGDOM OF GOD. He iold him 
so me things YOll need 10 UNDER­
STANDr 

Notice! "Jesus answered and said 
unto him. Verily. verily, I say unto 
thee. Except a man be born again. 
he cannot see the kingd om of God·' 
(John 3:3). Yes. notice! The King­
dom of G od is something that CAN 
be seen. but on ly by those who havc 
been "born aga in ." It is something 
othe rs CGnnOI see! Request our free 
booklet Just vii/WI Do YOIl ,\tIeall ~ 
Born Again? 

But what about the CHURCH? Ca n 
carnal peop le who make no claim to 
ha ving been "born again" SEE a 
CHURCH? or course! But they C{ll/-

1101 see the Kingdom of God! SO 
SAID JESUS' Then. if you believe 
Jesus, the CHURCH cannot be the 
Kingdom of God ' 

Not ice further: '''Jeslls answered. 
Verily. verily. I say unto thee, except 
a man be born or water and of the 
Spirit. he cannot enter into the king­
dom of God" (verse 5). The King­
dom of God is somcthing Ih at can 
be ew ered ifllo - BUT. only those 
:'born of wate r and of th e Spirit" 
can enter into il! 

NOlice fu rther! In the resurrection 
chapter of th e l3ible, we read: "Now 
this 1 say, brethren, that Hesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God: neither doth corruption in­
herit incorruption'· ( I Cor. 15:50). 
The Kingd om of G od is somcthing 
no human, of flesh and blood. can 
en ter or illheril! 

Now do flesh and blood people 
enter into the CHURCH? If so. then 
the Kingdom of God call1lOI be the 
CHURCH - for the Kingdom of God 
is somethin g flesh and blood 
human~ CO IllIOI eJller illlo! 

What do you think th e '·church " 
is? Is it th e building? Flcsh and 

blood people can and do en ter 
buildings and cathedrals called 
·'chu rch es." 15 it the converted 
PEOPLE? Flesh and blood people can 
and 1)0 enle r into the membership 
of any group of PEOPLE that may 
cal l itse lf the church. l3ut flesh and 
blood call/wI ente r the Kin2.dom of 
GOD - SO the CHURCH is"" 1101 fhe 
Kingdom of God.' 

In Men 's Hearts? 

Now some think . the Kingdom or 
God is some eth ereal se ntimen tal 
feeling or something se t up in men's 
hearts. I f so. then the Kingdom of 
God enters into monal man. But 
these plain scriptures say that it is 
men after they are no longer flesh 
and blood - but resurrected into 
~pirit-composed bodies - who can 
el/ler il/lo th e Kingdom of God. It 
does not eiller in to men. Men enter 
into it - aper th ey are resurrec ted in 
glo ry - after they are no longer 
'·Hesh and blood." 

1s it the '"god withi n you'"? Abso­
lutely not. I t is not something th at 
was born in side of man. or that has 
eve r entered into man. I t is so me­
thing man may enter after he is 
'"born again." 

What about th e British Empire? 
Well. I have been prelly well ove r 
the British Isles, Canada and Aus­
tredia - and all of the multi-thou­
sa nds I have see n there were flesh­
and-blood humans. They did enter 
the British Empire - but they can-
1101 enter th e Kingdom of God. in 
their prese nt flesh-and-blood life. So 
the British Empi re COllIIOf be the 
Kingdom of God. 

But. someone misund erstanding 
the Scripture may ask , " Didn 't Jes us 
H imself say that th e Kingdom of 
God is 'lVifhin you?'" In the 17th 
chapter of Luke. verse 21. King 
James tran slation. is a M I S­
TRANSLATION which has led some to 
suppose the Kingdom of God is 
so me thought or fee ling or se nti­
ment within man. 

In Hearts 01 Pharisees ? 

Let 's tak e a good look at this. First 
realize. if it does say that , it is con­
tradicted by all the other Scriptures 
I am giving you in this article. If the 
Bible docs contradict itself. you 
can't beli eve il anyway - so then it 
still would prove nothing. 
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First. fa whom is Jes lls speaking? 
R ead it! 

'''And when He was demanded o f 
th e Pharisees. when the kingd o m o f 
God sho uld come. He answered 
th e m and said. the kingdom of God 
come th not with o bservation: nei­
ther shall they say. Lo here' or. 10 
there ' for. be hold. the kingdo m of 
God is wi thin yo u'" (Luke 17:20-2 1). 

He was spea king to the unco n­
ve rted. carnaL hypocritical. lying 
Pharisees. Notice. " He answered 
them. and said." It was the Phari sees 
who asked Him the ques tion. Were 
th ey in th e CHURCH? No. never'! If 
o n e think s the Kingdom is the 
CHURCH - a nd the Kingdom was 
"within " the Ph a risees - was TH E 
CHURCH wilhill the Ph a risees? Su ch 
a n assumption is rather ridiculous. 
now. isn't it? 

Notice again. preci se ly WHAT 

JESUS SA ID. R emember the CHURCH 
had no t yet been se t up. Jesus did 
1/01 say " the Kingdom of G od shall 
be se t up in your hearts." He sa id 
none of the thin gs people interpret 
inlO this verse. He sa id to the Phari­
sees " the Kin gdom of G od IS " ­
present tense is, NO WI Whatever 
He was saying th e Kin gdom of G od 
is. He mad e it prese nt tense. not 
future. 

Luke wrote these words. origi­
na lly. in th e Greek la ng uage. The 
G reek words he wro te we re tran s­
lated into the Engl ish words "within 
yo u: ' But. if you have a Bible with 
th e marginal refe re nces. you will 
notice th a t this is alternately re n­
dered Hin Ihe midsl of you. H or 
"among you . . , The CO lll eXI indicates 
that this indeed is th e bette r trans­
lat ion . If yo ur Bible is a MoR'att 
trans la tion. you will no tice thal lh e 
translation recognized that J esus 
was talkin g of His reign or rule, a t 
the head o f go vernment. 

This is the Moffa ll trans la tion o f 
the sam e ve rse: "He a nswered them. 
'The Reign of God is not coming as 
you hope to ca tch s ight of it: no o ne 
will say. " Here it is" or "There it is." 
for the Reign o f GOD IS NOW IN 

YO UR MIDST.' " 

The R evised Standard translation 
renders it " the Kingd o m of God is 
in the midst of you." All these trans­
lations render it present tense. 

J esus was not talking a bo ut a 
church soon to be org;n ized. He 
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The Kingdom of God 
cannot be the church, for 

the Kingdom of God is 
something that flesh and 

blood humans just cannot 
enter into! 

was not talking about sentiments in 
the mind or hea rl. He was talkin g 
a bo lll His REIGN. as the Mess iah! 
The Pharisees were not asking Him 
abour a church. They kn ew nothing 
of any New Testament church soo n 
w be s tarted. They were no t askin g 
abo ut a pre tt y se ntiment. They 
knew. from the prophecies of Dan ­
ie l, Isa iah. Jere miah and o thers. that 
th e ir M essiah was to com e. They 
ove rlooked comp lete ly the proph­
ec ies o f H is first appea ring as th e 
"Lamb of God." to be s lain for the 
s ins of huma nity - being bo rn as a 
ba be. growing up. be ing rejected 
and despised by them. as record ed 
in Isa iah 53. They looked on ly to the 
prophecies of H is second coming as 
the a ll -co nqu e ring and ruling KING. 
Th is the Pharisees alllicipated as the 
Kingdom of God. 

World-Ru ling Government 

J es u s set them s tra ight. He ex­
plained that it would not be a loca l 
or limited Kin gdom f'or the Jews 
o nly. It would not be m e rely one of 
many human and vis ibl e kingdoms 
which m e n could po int out or see. 
a nd say. "This is it. here';' or "that is 
the Kin gdom . over Ihere." But He. 
H imself. was born to be the KING o f 
that Kingdom. as He plainly wid 
Pilate (John 18:3 6-37). The Bibl e 
lI ses the terms "king" and "king­
do m " interchangea bly (sec Daniel 
7: 17- 18. 23). The KING of the future 
Kingdom was . then and there. 
s tanding in fhe midst oj Ihem. And 
in the language in which He spoke 
to th em. that is precise ly what He 
said - as the marginal rendering 
and other tran slation s s tate. 

J esus went on. in the following 
verses. to d escr ibe His second com­
ing. IVhen the Kingdom o f God shall 
rule ALL THE EARTH . In Luke 17:24 
He refers to lig htning fla shing, just 
a s in Manhew 24:27. describing His 

second coming to RULE the whole 
world . Verse 26 - as it was in the 
days of Noah. so shall it be when 
C hr ist comes in power and glory as 
world Ruler. Verse 30 - the day 
when He is revealed. 

Pl ainly, J esus was 11 0 t saying that 
the Kingdom of God was wilhin 
those Christ-hati ng. hypoc riti cal 
Ph a risees. Nor was He sayi ng that 
the church would be th e Kingdom. 

Now co ntinu e with th e othe r 
scriptu res, and it beco mes very 
PLA IN! 

.lesus di stinctly sa id that those 
Pharisees would 1101 be in the King­
do m o f God. To them , He sa id: 
"T he re shall be weeping and gnash­
in g o f teeth. when ye [yo u Pharisees] 
shall see Abraham , a nd Isa ac. and 
Jacob. a nd all the pro phets. ill Ihe 
killgdom of Cod. and you you rselves 
thrus t out. And th ey shall co me 
from the east , and from the west, 
and from the north. and from the 
so uth. and shall s it d own ill fhe king­
dom of Cod" (Luk e 13:28-29). 

The Kingdom of God is some­
thin g men shall ENTER - at the res­
urrection of the jus t! Ye t Abraham 
is 1101 Ihere yel (see Heb . II : 13.39-
40). 

Has Not Yet Appeared 

But o ne may ask. did no t Jesus 
C hris t say the Kingdom of God was 
"at hand"? Yes. we quoted this. in 
th e beginning of this a rticle. from 
Mark I: 15. This naturally led some 
to mis take what He said, a nd what 
He meant. and assume the King­
d o m of G od was estab lished and se t 
up during Jesus' minis try. Thus 
som e s upposed it was the church. 

But Jesus did no t say Ih e King­
do m o f God had been estab lished. 
It was now being preached (Luke 
16: 16). He did n o t say it was already 
he re. Jesus. Himselr. corrected this 
ra ise no tio n. Jesus "added a nu spake 
a parable ... because th ey thought 
th at the kin gdom of God should im­
medialcly appear" (Luke 19: II). 
WHY did Jesus speak this parable? 
Because some, even then, mistak­
en ly thought the Kingdom should 
immedicllely appear - because some 
thought it would be THE CHURCH! 

Now co ntinue : " He sa id. there­
fore. A certa in nobleman went into 
a far coun try to receive for himself a 
kin gd o m. and to return" (ve rse 12). 
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Christ is that "noblcman.'· He is 
speaking or His ascension to the 
throne or God His Father. III 

heaven. Notice. He went there to bc 
gi\'en ru l er~hip orthe Kingdom - to 
receive the Kingdom. Notice. too. 
He i ~ to return .... when He has re­
ceived it! lie has nOt pet relllmed.' 
Other scriptures explilin this. We 
will turn to them a little later. 

Co ntinuin g th e parable. spoken 
because some thought the Kingdom 
or God wa!) iml11edi,Hely, then. in 
the first century. to appear: ··And it 
came to pass, that when he was re­
turned. having reccived the king­
dom. then he commanded these 
se rva nts to be cal led unto him. to 
whom he had given the money. that 
he might kno\v how much every 
nHln had gained by trading" (ve rse 
15). Whe; Christ returns. ~\"e shall 
a ll be called before the judgment 
scat orChrbt - to give account! 

Now notice in verse 17. the one 
\\lho had gained ten pounds is given 
auth o rity to RULE CITIES - "have 
th ou authority over ten cities"! To 
the one who had gained five 
pound~. he said. "Be th ou also ove r 
five citie::.."' 

This is ~ peaking or the SECOND 
COM I NG OF C HIU S·I - and of His 
de legating (lwhorify 10 rule to saints 
converted durin g this Chris tian era. 
between Chri~l'~ first and second 
appearings on earth. 

This parable, then. was spoken to 
mak e clear to u~ that the Kingd om 
or God is a literal GOV ERNMENT. LO 

be ~et up A'I CHRI ST'S SECOND COM­
ING - alld not before! The CHURCH. 
then. C(l IlIIOf be the Kingd om of 
God. But thc tru e Church ;)r God is 
LO be ch(lnged. by a resurrection and 
in stantaneous change from mortal 
to imm ortal. INro the Kingdom or 
Goo. The church. wh en all its mem­
bers have bl.":cn changed to immor­
tality. shall BECOME tl~e Kingdom of 
God. But it is not. now. th e King­
do m! 

Saints to Rule 

Now read the description or Christ's 
actua l re!'eivillg authority to RULE 
th e Kingdom . He is the noble man 
who went to heaven to receive this 
kingship. and to return . 

We have already seen how th e 
prophet Daniel recorded the setting 
up of the Kingdom of God - ill 
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The church of God, when 
all its members have been 

miraculously changed to 
immortality, shall become 

the Kingdom of God. But it 
is not, now, the Kingdom. 

Christs coming - to consume a ll 
present na tional governments on 
earth. and se t lip the world-ruling 
Kingdom of God. Th is was re­
co rd~d in the second chapter. Notice 
now chapter seven: 

"1 saw in the night visions. and. 
behold. one like the Son or man 
[Christi ca me with the douds of 
heaven. and came to the Ancient of 
days. and they brought him near 
before him" (ve rse 13). Jesuscontin ­
ually re ferred to Him se lf as th e 
"Son of man" - all through Mat­
thew. Mark. Luk e. and John. Christ 
ascended to hea vcn in clouds (Acts 
I :9). He ascended to the very throne 
of God in hea ve n (Ma rk 16: 19). 
Now continue: 

"And there was given him domin­
ion. and glory. and a kingdom. that 
all people, nations, and languages, 
should se rve him: his dominion is 
an everlas tin g dominion. whic h 
shall not pa.l-.s away. and his king­
dom that which shall not be de· 
stroyed·· (Dan. 7: 14). 

Tha t is pla in! Christ ascended to 
the throne of God in heave n. God is 
sovere ign over the entire uni verse . 
This visio n shows God Almighty. 
Father or the resurrected living 
Chris t. conferring on Christ domin­
io n. Dominion means sove reign or 
suprem e ruling autho rity . Also 
give n \0 Him was "a kingdom." 
Where is that Kinttdom to be? It 
says "a kingdom Ilu;'t a ll people. na­
tions. and languages. should serve 
him." The people. and the nations 
speaking differen t languages. are 
here on earth. He is 2.i ven dominion 
ove r ALL NATIONS .... - the whole 
world! 

Imporlant Word " UNTIL" 

Now will you read. in yo ur ow n 
Bible. Acts 3:21 " It says the hea vens 
ha ve received J csu~ Ch rist UNTIL ­
not pe rman ently. jllst tlmil a certain 

ti me. Until It 'hell? Unt il th e times or 
REST ITUTI ON or all things. Rest itu­
tion means restora tion to a former 
state or condi tion. It is speaking of 
restoring God's laws. Goer s govern­
ment - or restoring happiness and 
uni versal PEACE. 

In this 7th cha pter of Daniel. th e 
pro phet had experi enced a dream. 
and vis ions. He had see n rour wild 
animals. Notice ve rse 16 : the illler­
pret(ffiol7 begins verse 17. This is 
GOD'S inspired inte rpretatio n - not 
mine: "These grea t beas ts, which 
are rour. arc rour ki ngs. which shall 
arise out of the eart h. But the sain ts 
or th e most High shall lake the 
KINGDO M. and possess the kingdom 
roreve r. even for eve r and ever" 
(Dan. 7:17·18). 

fo tice it! Not only is Christ LO 

rule - but the saillls - that is. con­
verted true Christians - those be­
go tten as sons of God - are to take 
a nd posscss the Kin gdom l They are 
to rule under. and with Christ! In 
th e Ne\v Testament it is reco rd ed 
that converted sa ints are co-heirs 
with Ch rist! 

In this sa me 7th chapter. Daniel 
explai ned a no th er power. Th e 
fourth beast of his dream - the 
fourt h empire (the Roman Empire) 
- was pictu red as an animal havi ng 
ten horn s. explai ned here and in 
Re\e lat ion 13 and Revela tion 17 as 
ten reviva ls or resurrections or the 
Roman Empire. after it~ origi nal fa ll 
in A.D. 476. But among them -
after A.D. 476 - arose another little 
horn - a religious kingdom. ac­
wally ruling over th e last seven or 
th e other "horns" or revived Roman 
kingdoms (vc rse 20). 

Now read about this "little horn" 
- the re ligio us kingdom - verse 2 1: 
" 1 beheld. and the same horn made 
war with the saints. and prevailed 
agai nst th em. UNTIL ll/ore. aI/other 
"UN TIL "] the Ancient of days 
came. and judgment was given to 
the sain ts of the most High: and the 
time came that the saints possessed 
th e kingdom." 

Th e saint s - th en no longe r 
llUman flesh and blood. but immor­
ta l - a re to possess the Kingdom. at 
the second coming of Ch rist! 

Jesus Christ makes tha t plain. It is 
Christ who is speak ing in Revela­
tion 3:21. and 2:26·27: "To him that 
overcol11cth will I grant to sit with 
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me in Illy throne. even as I also 
overca me. and am se t down with my 
father in His thron e." The Father's 
throne is in heaven - where Jesll s 
Christ is now; but Christ's throne. in 
which the sa ints sha ll sit with H im. 
is the th ro ne of Dav id. in Jerusalem 
(Luke 1:32). 

Further: " And he th at ovc r­
cometh and keepcth my works unto 
th e end. to him will J g ive power 
over the nations: and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron:' 

Can' t Know the TIME 

After His resurrec tion. on the 
Mount of O lives at the very hour of 
His ascension to heaven. Jesus was 
explai ning to His disciples how they 
wo uld rece ive the inspiring God-be­
ge lling POWER o f th e ho ly spirit o n 
the approaching day of Pentecosl. 

His discipl es wanted to know 
whether the Kingdo m of God was 
to be set up at Ihal time! Th e 
CHU RCH was esta blished on that im­
min en t day of Pentecost. Was filal 
CHURCH, then , to be the se tting up 
of th e Kingdom? 

'· Lord." th ey asked. "wi ll thou al 

this time restore again th e kingdom 
to Israel?" 

Jesus aga in made plain that the 
ch urch is 1/01 th e Kingdom. 

"And he sa id unto th em. It is not 
for you to know th e times or th e 
Seasons. which the Father hath put 
in H is own power. But ye shalt re­
ceive powe r. after th at th e H oly 
Ghost [Spirit] is co me upon you: 
an d ye shall be witnesses unto me 
bo th i n Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea. and in Samaria , and unto 
the uttermost pa rt of 'the earth. And 
when he had spoken these things. 
while they beheld, he was take n up; 
and a cloud received him out of 
their sig ht" (Acts 1:7-9). 

The comm ission H e had given the 
CHURCH was to preach His gospel to 
all the world. They were to receive 
the holy spiril. begetting them as 
sa ints - as Christians - putting 
them into God's C HURCH. Thi s 
would infuse them wit h the power 
to carry ou t the mission of the 
church. But it was NOT the se lling 
up of th e Kingdom of God. Of that 
th ey were not to know the time. 

Just wha t did Jesus mean.- '"' It is 
not for you to know the times or the 
seasons"? He explained it anOlher 
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time. It is recorded in Matthew 
24:36: Th ere He was spea king of the 
end of this world. and H is second 
co ming: 

" But o f that day and hour know­
eth no man, no, not the ange ls of 
heaven. but my Father on ly." He 
was speaking of His second coming 
and th e se ttin g up or th e Kingdom. 
the time of which no man knows. 
but o nly the Father. 

However. though we do not. even 
now. know the day or th e hOllr we 
do kIlOIl·. from G oers prophecies. 
that if is roday ve,:y near! Notice this. 
in Luke 2 1 :25-32: He had been 
fo retelli ng th e world eve nts, right 
now beginning, lead ing to "distress 
of nations" in world troubles and 
world wars, I'wi lh perplexity" -
'Imen's heans failing them for fear, 
and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth" -
world trouble such as never before 
expe rienced. I' When ye see th ese 
things come Lo pass. know ye that 
the kingdom of God is nigh a t hand. 
Verily I say unto you. this ge nera­
tio n sha ll not pass away, till all be 
fulfilled ." 

The Two Fateful Alternatives 

This world trouble began in 1914. 
with World War I. T here was a re­
cess from 19 18 until 1939. We are in 
a second recess now - although we 
are in what we call uCOL D WAR." 
But now at last we have nuclear 
ene rgy. We have hydrogen bombs 
stockpiled in such power and vol­
ume th at they cou ld blast all human 
life off this planet several tim es 
over. There are two oth er destruc­
tive weapons today in ex istence. ei­
lher o f which could erase humanity 
from the ea rth. 

Today world -famou s sc ienti sts 
say only a super world governm ent 
can prevent world cos mocide. Yet 
MEN cannot and will Ilot ge t together 
to form such a world-ruling govern­
ment. 

It 's tim e we face the hard. cold . 
realistic FACT: humanity has two al­
ternatives: ei ther there is an Al­
mighty. a ll -powerful GOD who is 
abou t to step in and set up THE 

K ING DOM OF GOD to rule a ll na­
tions \vith supern atural and supra­
national FORCE to bring us PEACE 
- or else all human life wi ll be 
oblitera ted (MatI. 24:22). 0 

Personal from ... 

(Conlinued (rom page 1) 
or the "new mora li ty" has brought 
about. first. far more openness and 
frankness of discussion and conver­
sa tion about sex and morals: and 
second. a much more lax behavior. 
especially amo ng the oncoming 
yo unger generation. And one of its 
grea test dangers is the adven t of a 
new and almost total PERMISS IVE­

NESS. 

I think it probably sta n ed in the 
"Roa ring 20s" in th e days of th e 
" Oap pers." Those. especia lly the 
girls who were in their lale teens 
and early 20s in the I 920s. became 
much more perm issive. They mar­
ried and became mothers. but they 
relaxed authori ty and parental guid­
ance over their children. T hen 
World War II produced anot her 
generation - still more permiSSive. 
ex~ rcisi ng even less authority and 
parental guida nce over growin g 
ch ild ren. 

Discipline relaxed and virtually 
d isap peared in al most a ll of the 
public schools. And now. in the past 
decade. most of the college and uni­
versi ty ca mpu ses ha ve provided 
.Ieo-ed dorms" where men are free 
to visit girls in th eir rooms. and girls 
are free to visi t men wi th alm ost no 
restrictions. 

On Amba ssador College cam­
puses the conditio ns have been dif­
fe rent. Here th e re is disci pline. 
though we have recognized that 
even when using discipline. a proper 
ba lance must be maintained. Fac­
ulty and administrat ion ca nnOt 
build and develop right CHARACTER 
in students with a harsh and over­
zea lous use of au thori ty. But I think 
the character of A mbassador stu­
den ts - and gradua tes - speaks for 
itself. 

Of course the worldwide con­
sp iracy agains t marriage and the at­
tack against the FAMILY institution 
has not. as yet. made any se nsation­
al dent in th e number of marriages 
taking place. But it is becoming a 
TH REAT which I feel our readers 
should know aboul. 0 
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Garner Ted Armstrong 

SPIAKS OUT! 

Will America Have a Tricentennial? 

In our Bicentennial year, we Amer­
icans have much for which to be 
thankful. This country has given 

us precious rights that few peoples 
in history have ever enjoyed. 

On our 200th birthday, we are 
still the greatest single power the 
world has ever known. Blessed with 
the most fabulously rich piece of 
real estate available on this good 
earth, we have risen to dizzying 
heights of technological and scien­
tific achievement. American foot­
prints dot the moon. Our language, 
our culture , and our products girdle 
the globe. Our standard of living is 
still the envy of the world. I, as an 
American citizen, am exceedingly 
thankful for all these blessings. 

Nevertheless, our American way 
of life is being seriously eroded by 
mounting crime, political chicanery, 
divorce, pornography, racial stress, 
pollution and massive urban crises. 

And on the world scene, a num­
ber of problems threaten the very 
survival of the human race. If the 
oceans were to die, mankind would 
probably last no more than a 100 
years before breathing his last. Add 
to that the largely unrestrained pro­
liferation of nuclear weapons, 
greatly intensifying the possibility of 
a thermonuclear holocaust. When 
you sum it all up, you wonder 
whether any Americans will be 
around for our Tricentennial cele­
bration - 100 years from now. 

It goes without saYing that you 
also wonder whether or not there 
will be any citizens of the world left 
by then . The answer to that ques­
tion is the very substance of the 
good news of the kingdom of God. 
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The following words were spoken 
by Jesus Christ well over nineteen 
hundred years ago. But they were 
never truer than they are today: 

" The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand: repent 
ye, and believe the gospel" (Mark 
1: 15). The word "gospel " simply 
means "good news." Jesus Christ 
was the newscaster who an­
nounced the good news of the 
kingdom of God. 

He prefaced this wonderful good 
news with some stark warnings 
about, first of all, a plethora of false 
religion. Then he talked about the 
outbreak of world wars, famines, 
epidemics and earthquakes in dif­
ferent places - look what has hap­
pened recently in Guatemala, in 
Italy and in the Soviet Union - add­
ing: "For then shall be great tribula­
tion, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever shall be" (Matthew 24:21). 

That's the bad news. The good 
news comes in the next verse: "Ex­
cept those days should be short­
ened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect's sake those 
days shall be shortened" (verse 22). 

While God absolutely gives us an 
incontrovertible guarantee that 
mankind will survive 2076, he gives 
no such guarantee that the United 
States of America will survive as a 
national entity that long. 

The answer to our national sur­
vival depends on our spiritual status 
as a nation. Right now we 're run­
ning a pretty high temperature . If 
we don 't repent of some of our na­
tional and individual problems 
pretty soon, it may be too late to 

reverse many of our major national 
evils. Repentance is the key to our 
national survival! 

An Old Testament prophetic 
book contains an ancient admOni­
tion for America today , if we would 
only listen and heed! The ancient 
prophet Jeremiah relayed God 's 
stern warning to the Jews of his day 
who were then threatened by a 
mighty, heavily armed foreign 
power. " Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts. Amend your ways and 
your doings, and I will cause you to 
dwell in this place" (Jer. 7:3). 

The wonderful promised land of 
ancient Israel is not without parallel 
to this great country of ours today. 
Only a couple of Israel's twelve 
tribes were left in the land by the 
time of Jeremiah. A sin-laden house 
of Israel (the northern ten tribes) 
had long since been driven out. 
Only the house of Judah - the 
southern nation - remained. Jere­
miah was tirelessly stating and re­
stating the conditions for their 
continuance in the Promised Land. 
Those conditions have even greater 
import for the U.S. today. 

As recorded in the seventh chap­
ter, Jeremiah began to spell out 
some of the specifics. "For if ye 
thoroughly amend your ways and 
your doings; if ye thoroughly exe­
cute judgment between a man and 
his neighbour; if ye oppress not the 
stranger, the fatherless, and the 
widow, a.nd shed not innocent 
blood [murder]... . then will I 
cause you to dwell in this place, in 
the land that I gave to your 
fathers ... " (vs. 5-7). 

The ancient house of Judah ig­
nored God's warning through Jere­
miah. God kept his word' 
Nebuchadnezzar vanquished the 
nation and brought it into captivity. 

Can we afford to gamble on the 
possibility Ihat God will deal differ­
ently with us today? Maybe we'd 
better real,ze that God says he's no 
respecter of persons and that he 
does not change' 

Can 't we see that national repen­
tance is our only viable alternative? 
We need to drop to our knees be­
fore our God and cry out to him in 
heartfelt repentance for deliverance 
from our awesome national prob­
lems. Our Bicentennial year 
wouldn't be a bad time to begin! 0 
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